
 

 
 

 

Worship Him completely  
Walk with Him consistently  
Witness for Him compassionately  

April 2015 

Marching On… 
e and Retreat
 Cringe-worthy pun aside, it was a great March for our 

PVBC youth ministry!  On our first Friday, March 6th we held 

our “Bonfire on the Beach” event at Dockweiler State Beach, 

with worship, fellowship, capture the flag, dinner, and (of 

course) s’mores.  A huge thank you goes out to all the young 

adults, as well, who showed up to help chaperone and hang 

out with our youth! 

 Then, with our next two Fridays, March 13th and 20th, 

we continued with our FNF series, “The Greatest Story Ever 

Told”, looking at how sin entered the world and at God’s 

compassionate response in the midst of it all.  Our youth 

worship team also led worship for us on Sunday, March 15th 

and they really did an excellent job.  Throughout all of this, 

our regular discipleship and outreach continued, and we 

actually saw great growth this past month of March.  We are 

intentionally praying that we will be caring shepherds in 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

 April 3: Hang-Out/Fellowship 
Night, Good Friday, 7:00 P.M. 
April 5: Easter Service, 9:00 
A.M. 
April 10: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
April 12: Sunday Small Groups 
Re-Start, (weekly) 10:30-11:00 
A.M 
April 17: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
April 24-25 : Planet Wisdom 
Conference 

 

 

PVBC Youth Ministry 

       Have any questions, suggestions, or prayer requests? 
Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact one of 
our awesome Youth Leaders! 



 

(Cont’d from page 1) 
following up with these new visitors.  Loving the lost is a 
community affair.  In that light, it has been incredible to see 
many different people, from our youth advisors, to our youth 
themselves stepping up to greater levels of intentionality and 
ownership in our ministry.  Obviously, “intentionality” and 
“ownership”, if overused, can become mere buzzwords, but 
they really are traits we are trying to develop, in the deepest 
and fullest senses of the terms.   
 
The Apostle Paul said, “Whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 
10:31).  If we are to be doing activities as (relatively) 
mindless as eating and drinking with an acute sense of 
purpose and meaning, how much more our activities in the 
ministry? 
 
For this reason, we also came together after FNF on Friday, 
March 13 to discuss how to decorate Room 13 to make it a 
space of both worship and fellowship.  We will be pursuing 
the ideas we brainstormed in the weeks to come.  We will 
also be restarting our Sunday Small Groups on Sunday, April 12th (the week after Easter), from 
10:30-11:00 A.M.  These will be incredibly important times of discipleship, accountability, and 
pursuing depth in the faith.  All of this goes under the headings of “intentionality” and “ownership” in 
our faith.  We are looking forward to April! 
 

Upcoming Events 

April 2015 

April 10 &17 
2015 FNF Series: “The 
Greatest Story Ever Told” 

At FNF, we will be continuing 
our new message series, 
which is a grand overview of 
the story of the entire Bible.  
This is a great opportunity to 
see “how it all fits together”, 
and to watch the plan of God 
unfold from Genesis to 
Revelation.  

Starting Soon! April 12: 
Sunday Small Groups Re-
Start:  The Sunday after Easter 
Sunday, we will be starting up our 
four Sunday small groups (MS 
guys, girls, HS guys, girls) from 
10:30-11:00 AM on Sundays.  This 
is a great way to go deeper in the 
faith and form bonds of 
friendship in the process.  Small 
groups are the “lifeblood” of the 
church. 

April 24th-April 25th: Planet 
Wisdom Conference in Santa 
Ana.  This will be a great time to 
experience a conference full of 
worship and teaching, and 
fellowship.  The theme is "Your 
Story So Far", which ties in 
perfectly with our 2015 theme of 
"The Greatest Story Ever Told"!  
The price is $75, and this covers 
both the admission price and night 
at the hotel, in between sessions. 
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 I used to get confused over what seemed like 
conflicting advice on growing up.  The conflicting advice 
appeared in both the Bible and in day-to-day life. 

 In the Bible, for example, we are told to “Move 
beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be 
taken forward to maturity” (Hebrews 6:1), told of 
“becoming a man, and putting the ways of childhood 
behind (us)” (1 Cor. 13:11), and told about “growing up 
in our salvation” (1 Peter 2:2).   

 At the same time, though, there seems to be all 
this talk of becoming like little children! Jesus himself 
said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 
little children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven” (Matthew 18:3).  I don’t get it!  Am I supposed 
to be a “grown-up”, spiritually, or am I supposed to 
“change and become like a little child?” I asked. 

 In addition, we can get conflicting signals, 
outside of the Bible, from our culture.  Are we supposed 
to “just grow up already” or are we supposed to “relish 
these years?”  Youth, it can really be confusing when 
you go about thinking about this kind of stuff.  What is 
the solution, then?  Some kind of balance between the 
two?  I don’t think so, actually. 

 I think that the key is recognizing the difference 
between child-ish-ness and child-like-ness.  They both 
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have the same word in them (“child”), but they are 
opposites.  Child-ish-ness is characterized by things 
like failing to take responsibility (ouch, this is me so 
often!), wanting short-term happiness over long-term 
joy, and being obsessed with the useless and passing 
things of the world.  Child-ish-ness looks different at 
17 than at 6, but at every age, it is something we 
grow out of.   

 Child-like-ness, on the other hand, is 
characterized by unquenchable wonder, strong trust 
and loyalty, and a fixation on what is beautiful.  Little 
kids already have these qualities, but they can get 
stamped out over time.  And, even so, it takes a 
lifetime to develop an attitude of child-like-ness 
towards God himself!  It takes hard work, sweat, and 
years to grow more and more child-like!   

 On Stephanie’s and my mini retreat last 
weekend, we attended a Palm Sunday service at a 
church in Encinitas.  During the last worship song, 
the children came out and waved palm branches 
joyfully and unashamedly during the song.  I suspect, 
however, that this was, at least for most of them, less 
out of a sense of fixation on the glory of God, and 
more because…well, it’s fun to wave a palm branch.  
(They were hitting each other with the palm branches 
in the hall five minutes earlier).  But, with great 
maturity, we can wave palm branches in true, child-
like worship, fixated on Jesus. 

 So, are we supposed to grow up or not? Yes 
and no.  Let’s grow out of childishness but into 
childlikeness! As G.K. Chesterton says, in celebrating 
the child-like qualities of energy, wonder, and fixation 
on beauty: “We have sinned and grown old, and our 
father is far younger than we.” 

“Am I Supposed To Grow 
Up or Not?” 

 

April 2015 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in April (Luke 18:1-8) 
This April, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to bring three new youth to FNF. 
2) For God’s favor upon our Sunday Small Groups, which re-start on Sunday, April 12th. 
3) For God to develop student leaders from among us. 


