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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

APRIL 2016 NEWSLETTER 

Seeking Him in March… 

// This past month, we 
continued digging deep into 
God’s word as we finished up 
our “All The Good News” 
series at FNF, and began our 
new mini-series on Holy Week, 
examining Christ’s entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, 
and then his crucifixion on 
Good Friday.  Our next series 
will be on “Counting the 
Cost.” 

    Additionally, this past month we also went to 
Dockweiler Beach for our Beach Bonfire on March 11.  It 
was an incredibly windy, memory-making event, and we 
thank everyone who came out to serve!  The whole 
week before, we checked the forecast, until (thank 
God), it cleared up literally two hours before the time our 

Upcoming Events 

April 1: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

April 8: NO FNF (Spring Break) 

April 15:  FNF @ 7:00 PM 

April 16:  Compton Initiative @ 
7:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

April 17:  Baptism Service @ 
9:00 AM, PVBC 

April 22-23:  Planet Wisdom 
Conference @ Calvary Church 
in Santa Ana 

April 29: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

 



 

(Cont’d from page 1) 
event was scheduled to start, at 5:30 P.M. 
 Over the course of this next month, there 
will be many opportunities to grow in faith.  
Though we will not have FNF on Friday, April 8 
(Spring Break), we will have FNF on Friday, April 1, 
15, and 29, where we will begin our new series on 
“Counting the Cost” (see Luke 14:25-35).  Then, on 
the weekend of Friday, April 22 through Saturday, 
April 23, we will attend the Planet Wisdom youth 
conference together as a youth ministry.  Finally, 
on Sunday, April 17, I encourage you all to come and watch your friends step forward in 
baptism at our Baptism Service. 
 Though it’s still a ways away, be thinking also about how you would like to serve in our 
youth ministry next year, as well as over this summer.  I have been thrilled this year to see the 
way that so many of you have stepped up to “own” the ministry in real, tangible ways, from 
leading and planning worship, to serving on SLT, to leading games, to planning individual 
fellowship events, to inviting friends, to helping re-decorate Room 13, and many other ways in 
between.  Don’t wait until next year to think about this, but plan for it now.  I can’t wait to see 
what God will do in the coming months, and just like in January, remember what God says in 
Isaiah 43:19: “See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs forth!  Do you not perceive it?” 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 17 @ 9:00 A.M: Baptism 
Service.  Make sure to come 
on this Sunday and support 
many of your fellow youth as 
they step forward in Baptism!  
Baptism celebrates our past 
decision to put our faith and 
trust in Jesus Christ for salvation 
and our current commitment 
to follow him for the rest of our 
life.  It is a time of celebration, 
so come celebrate as a 
church family!  

April 22-April 23: Planet 
Wisdom Conference in Santa 
Ana.  This will be a great time 
to experience a conference 
full of worship, teaching, and 
fellowship.  The theme is 
"Quest: Discovering 
Ourselves in Light of Christ”, 
which focuses on our spiritual 
identity.  The price is $70, and 
covers both the admission 
price and one night at the 
hotel, in between sessions. 

April 16 @ 7:00 AM – 12:00 PM, 
Compton Initiative: This will be 
our fifth time serving with 
Compton Initiative, and we look 
forward to serving again!  Youth 
and families are both 
encouraged to serve. We’ll 
leave PVBC at 6:30 to get to 
Compton by 7:00.  Talk to Ben 
to sign up.  The work is mostly 
manual labor and painting, so 
bring clothes you don’t mind 
getting dirty in!  Breakfast and 
lunch are both provided. 
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 Have you ever been at the checkout line 
and realized that you don’t have enough 
money for the item you’re buying?  This has 
happened to me on more than a few 
occasions, and it can be really embarrassing!  
Of course, with credit cards, it’s usually still 
possible to pay for what you want, even if 
you’re out of cash, but I have had to put things 
back on the shelf before. 

 I more commonly put things back on the 
shelf, however, when I simply hadn’t checked 
the cost beforehand, and therefore assumed 
the item—whether an overpriced postcard at a 
museum gift shop, or something (anything!) 
from Whole Foods—would be cheaper. 

 Finally, and most common, is when I 
know the cost and pick the item off of the shelf, 
but then agonize about it while walking to the 
cashier, causing me to turn around and put it 
back.  I do that with those Starbucks-brand 
cappuccino drinks they sell in the fridge at 7/11.  
In all of these cases, the problem could have 
been avoided had I both known and 
considered the cost of the item beforehand. 

 In Luke 14:25-35, Jesus talks about 
knowing the cost of following him before we 
begin to do so.  After listing some of the 
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stunning requirements for being his follower, 
he tells these two short parables:  “Suppose 
one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you 
first sit down and estimate the cost to see if 
you have enough money to complete it?  For 
if you lay the foundation and are not able to 
finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 
saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t 
able to finish.’   Or suppose a king is about to 
go to war against another king. Won’t he first 
sit down and consider whether he is able with 
ten thousand men to oppose the one coming 
against him with twenty thousand?  If he is not 
able, he will send a delegation while the other 
is still a long way off and will ask for terms of 
peace. In the same way, those of you who do 
not give up everything you have cannot be 
my disciples.” 

 Jesus makes the cost of following him 
clear:  we must “give up everything we have.”  
What does he mean by that?  He means that 
we are no longer allowed to be the “boss” of 
our own lives, and this touches every aspect 
of our lives.  It touches our relationships (family 
and friends), our possessions, our future 
dreams and plans (where we go to college, 
who we date, where we live), and so many 
other things. 

 At FNF, we’ll be talking through what 
this means in more detail, but here’s the main 
point:  Christians should know exactly what 
they’re “signing up for” when they follow 
Jesus.  The good news, however, is that just as 
Jesus reveals to us the “cost” of being his 
disciple, he also tells us “he will be with us, 
always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:20!) 

“Counting the Cost” 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in April (Luke 18:1-8) 

This April, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to bring tangible spiritual awakening to our ministry this year. 
2) For God to give our baptism candidates wisdom in writing their testimonies. 
3) For God to bring three new youth to FNF this month. 


