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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

APRIL 2017 NEWSLETTER 
Continuing to 
Grow… 

// It’s been a solid 
month and a half since 
our Winter Retreat, but 
our eyes are set on 
continuing to grow in 
our youth ministry.  In 
this solid stretch 
between Presidents’ Day Weekend and Spring Break for 
PV, then Torrance schools, it is easy to slide into spiritual 
complacence if we don’t make a conscious effort to 
pursue spiritual growth.  

 Over the past month of March, then, we 
continued our Gospel of Mark series at FNF.  From Mark’s 
Gospel, we looked one week at what true faith is, and 
another week at what hope God gives us when we 
experience unfairness in life.  Then, on Friday, March 24, 
we had a guest speaker.  JT Hayashi, from Cerritos 
Baptist Church, came and spoke on Genesis 17, with 

Upcoming Events 

April 7: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

April 9: “Your Story, God’s 
Story” Personal Testimony Time 

@ 11:00 AM (PVBC) 

April 14: Good Friday at FNF @ 
7:00 PM 

April 16: Easter Sunday at 
PVBC @ 9:00 AM 

April 21: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

April 28: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

May 5: Middle School 5-Week 
Series Begins @ 7:00 PM 



 

…(cont’d) Abraham as an example of someone who understood 
the correct priority of “doing, being, and having.” 
  For fellowship, we had a fun night at Skyzone, in Gardena, 
on Friday night, March 17.  Many youth invited their friends, and it 
was a perfect time, not only to let out our energy, but also to 
simply hang out as a larger group. 
 Over the course of the next month, we’ll celebrate both 
Good Friday and Easter, on April 14 & 16.  The Christian calendar 
provides us with a structure for celebrating the truths that shape 
not only our faith, but shaped history as well!  For both our youth 
and our church as a whole, we’ll have special services on Good 
Friday and Easter.       
 Finally, looking forward to next month, we’ll be serving with Compton Initiative on 

Saturday, May 6.  Looking back over our records, this 
will actually be our sixth time serving with Compton 
Initiative!  In Philippians 3:13-14, the Apostle Paul gives 
us a glimpse of his attitude towards spiritual growth: 
“Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  I pray 
that this mindset of forgetting about the past (i.e. not 
being complacent) and focusing on the future will 
become our own! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Saturday, May 6 @ 7:00 AM-
12:00 PM: Compton Initiative: 
Serve with PVBC painting 
houses in Compton next month, 
as a way of tangibly exhibiting 
Christ’s command to “love our 
neighbors”.  No experience or 
materials are needed, and 
breakfast and lunch are both 
provided!  We will carpool from 
church at 6:30, or meet in 
Compton at 7:00.  Let Ben or 
Mrs. Uemura know if you are 
interested! 

Fridays, May 5 – June 2 @ 7:00 
PM: Middle School Series:  
Come, and bring your friends for 
a special 5-week middle school 
series on discipleship, led by Dr. 
Kent Nozaki.  Middle Schoolers 
will join the High Schoolers at the 
beginning of the night, and for 
worship, but will break into their 
own session of teaching and 
group games afterwards! 
 

Friday, April 14 @ 7:00 PM:  Good 
Friday: Come, remember Good 
Friday with us as a youth ministry, 
as we walk through a special 
time of music, readings, and 
responses. 

Sunday, April 16 @ 9:00 AM: 
Easter Sunday!  Celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection with us as a church 
family.  If you don’t have a home 
church, join us anyway!   

April 2017 



 

 

 issue, date 

One thing that God has been teaching me this past 
month is to be more gracious and humble. When I’m 
playing in a game it is hard to act in a manner that is 
pleasing to God. Emotions and excitement run wild in 
this competitive and physical environment.  
 
I felt convicted when I read James 1:19-20: “Know this, 
my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger of 
man does not produce the righteousness of God”.  
 
This verse reminded me how we honor God with how we act in all areas of our lives. Having a 
dichotomy of how I acted in church and sports/school was not honoring or pleasing God.  
 
Over time my focus shifted to focusing on the game and situation, instead of how I should 
act. To combat this separation I would pray before games to keep my mind in a focused 
state where I could still be humble and gracious towards my teammates. While I still slip up 
with an off-handed comment here or there, I am able to catch myself much quicker. Slowly 
and steadily I’m confident that God is helping me mature and grow as a Christian in all walks 
of my life.  
  

What I’m Learning: 
By Matt C. 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in April (Luke 18:1-8) 

This April, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to help our youth continue personal Bible-study times. 
2) For God’s powerful working in our Good Friday (youth) and Easter (all church) services. 
3) For God to bring three more new youth to FNF this month. 


