
 

  

  

Re-Writing History in November… 
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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

AUGUST 2016 NEWSLETTER 
Asking The Hard 
Questions… 

// This past July, as we met 
for FNF, our discussions were 
centered around questions 
that you all (youth) wrote-
in.  We called the series, 
“You Were Wondering.”  We 
purposefully don’t do this all 
year, at least partially 
because the most important questions in the universe are 
often the ones we aren’t asking, and one symptom of our 
spiritual sickness, called sin, is that we don’t ask them!  
Nevertheless, it is important to ask those hard spiritual 
questions we may have, even if we’re afraid of what the 
answers. 

 The best environment to ask these questions is in an 
environment of grace, safety, and fellowship.  To create this 
environment, we strove (imperfectly, of course) through our 
Handel’s Ice Cream night in mid-July, and through our Movie 
Night this past Friday night.  Next month, we will have our 
“End-of-Summer” Beach Trip on Friday, August 26, to draw 
further together in fellowship. We can’t wait to see you there! 

Upcoming Events 

August 5: FNF “Outside The 
Walls” (Will not meet at 
church) 

August 12: FNF @ 7:00 PM  

August 19: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

August 26: End-Of-Summer 
Beach Trip @ 11:30 AM-5:00 PM 
(Torrance Beach) 

August 26: Parents Meeting @ 
7:00 PM (PVBC) 

September 3-5: PVBC Family 
Retreat @ Tahquitz Pines 
(Idyllwild, CA) 



 

Introducing Our Summer Missions Teams: 
Osaka, Japan Team (July 23-August 10) 
Our Osaka team is currently in Japan, and is partnering with a 

local Japanese church, Suita Bible Gospel Church, to put on a 
week long vacation bible school for local children.  Various 
members of our intergenerational team from PVBC will help with 

everything from leading worship, to leading games, to arts & 
crafts, and outreach to the parents of the children participating in 

the VBS.  Some of the team are multi-year Osaka “returnees” and 
others are first-time “go-ers”, and God has strategically 
composed this unique team! 

 

San Francisco, CA Team (August 1-6) 
This will be PVBC’s first year serving with San Francisco City 
Impact (SFCI), an urban church and ministry in the Tenderloin 
district of SF.  Throughout the week, our six person team will 

come alongside SFCI and serve in each of their various 
ministry sites:  the rescue mission, the K-8 school, the thrift 
store, street evangelism, meal deliveries, and however else 

we are needed.  SFCI’s mission statement is “we exist to 
intervene on behalf of the people in the inner city of San 

Francisco.”  Pray for our team as we “intervene” along with 
SFCI, and share the Gospel with the residents of inner city SF. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday, August 26 @ 11:30 AM – 
5:00 PM: End-of-Summer Beach 
Trip: Mark your calendars for our 
(3rd Annual) trip to Torrance 
Beach!  We will meet in the 
back church parking lot @ 
PVBC to carpool over and 
spend the day at the beach.  
Bring your own lunch, but other 
snacks and drinks will be 
provided.  Be sure to invite your 
friends as well, as it’s always a 
great time to connect to the 
youth ministry…we can’t wait to 
see you there! 

REGISTER NOW: Sat-Mon, 
September 3-5: PVBC Family 
Retreat: Mark your calendars for 
this year’s Family Retreat.  You 
won’t want to miss this time of 
fellowship, teaching, worship, 
and rest! Pick up a registration 
any Fri or Sun! 

Pray for our two summer 
missions teams: OSAKA, JAPAN 
team will be gone from July 23-
August 10, and our first-time SAN 
FRANCISCO, CA team will be 
gone from August 1-6.   

August 5: FNF “Outside The 
Walls”: Instead of “gathering” at 
church on 8/5, we want you to 
practice our year’s theme, 
Missional Living, by “scattering” 
and making an intentional 
spiritual impact outside of the 
church walls.  For example, you 
could: do something fun with a 
sibling or friend, and share 
something you are learning 
about Christ before the end of 
the night, or you could cook a 
meal for your family, and be the 
one to pray before you eat. 
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fact, remains, however, that there is no middle 
option. 

 We should all ask ourselves the “5,000 year 
question”, because, believe it or not, this question is 
actually one God’s “means of grace” in our lives.  A 
“means of grace” is something God uses to help 
bring us to receive the good gifts he has for us—like 
Bible study, prayer, or worship songs, for example.  
Sometimes, the starkness of a good, solid, soul-
piercing, black-and-white question can also be a 
“means of grace.” 

 The funny thing is, the more certain we are in 
our “5,000 year plan”, the looser we will be able to 
hold our 5, 10, and 20 year plans.  Our 5 year plans 
are subject to any number of factors:  a high 
number of college applicants, a bad SAT score, a 
talented Freshman moving up and stealing our spot 
on the varsity team, a stock-market crash, a death 
in the family, or a personal sickness, to name only a 
few examples.  It was wisely that Solomon, in 
Ecclesiastes 9:11, observed: “The race is not to the 
swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come 
to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the 
learned; but time and chance happen to them all.” 

 For believers in Christ, however, there is not 
an ounce of our 5,000-year plan that is subject to 
chance or disappointment:  “We are receiving a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken” (Heb. 12:28) and 
“our hope does not put us to shame” (Romans 5:5).  
And surely, Jesus meant it when he said, “whoever 
comes to me I will never cast out” (John 6:37). 

 We should plan ahead and make 5 and 10 
and even 20 year plans.  But let’s call them “short-
term plans.”  In light of eternity, the difference 
between someone who has planned out the next 
20 years of their life and someone who “lives for the 
moment” is inconsequential, if that same person is 
not settled on his or her 5,000 year plan.  Do you 
have yours?  Let’s “seek the LORD while he may be 
found; call on him while he is near!” (Isaiah 55:6) 
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 A common interview question is, “Where do 
you see yourself in 5 or 10 years?”  We might be 
asked this at a job interview, or by our guidance 
counselor at school.  The point of asking this question 
is not to make us worried—though the thought of 
where we might be in 5 or 10 years might indeed be 
scary—nor to get caught up daydreaming.  We ask 
this question so that, having a picture of where we 
want to end up in the future, we can begin to take 
steps now to make it happen.   

 I have nothing against 5-year plans—in fact, I 
have one myself.  A far more important question, 
however, from a biblical perspective is this:  “Where 
do you see yourself in 5,000 years?”  The truth is, we 
will all be alive in 5,000 years—every one of us.  
Some of us will be alive in heaven, with God, and 
with brothers and sisters from all over the world, 
overwhelmed with invincible joy, day-in and day-
out, never getting bored of it, but always surprised 
and refreshed by newly revealed aspects of his 
glory.  That’s what I look forward to in 5,000 years.   

 Others of us will be alive in 5,000 years from 
now, apart from the presence of God, tormented 
day in and day out with unceasing anguish and 
regret, not only for having rejected God’s free offer 
of forgiveness while it still stood, but for wasting our 
one life on itty-bitty trifles.  The regret will be 
unbearable, the anguish conscious and present, 
and the loneliness profound.   

 It might be hard to read those last few 
sentences.  They definitely aren’t “popular”.  The 

Where Do You See 
Yourself in 5,000 Years? 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in August (Luke 18:1-8) 

This August, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God’s favor on our two missions teams—Osaka and San Francisco. 
2) For God to bring increased unity to our youth ministry. 
3) For God to bring three new youth to FNF this month. 


