
 

  

 

Worship Him completely  
Walk with Him consistently  

Witness for Him compassionately  

August 2014 

Huh? A Newsletter? 
 If you are wondering what this newsletter is, then you are 

likely not alone.  As your new Youth Director, it is my goal to send 

out a monthly newsletter to the youth, parents of youth, and anyone 

else in the PVBC church family who may be interested in the goings-

on of the PVBC Youth Ministry.  My thinking behind this is twofold.  

First, it is logistical.  This e-mail newsletter will be a good way to 

keep you updated, both on what God has been doing in the Youth 

Ministry, as well as on upcoming events and ways to get involved. 

 Secondly, though, it is spiritual.  Romans 1:21 describes the 

state of heart that leads to sin as one that “neither glorifies God as 

God, nor gives thanks.”  To put it positively, a healthy, joy-bringing 

state of heart is one that a) glorifies God as God – that is, one that 

recognizes his control over every part of the Youth Ministry, from 

the recognizably spiritual aspects, like salvations and baptisms, to 

the comparatively mundane, like his moving of volunteers to bring 

snacks on Friday nights, and one that b) gives thanks. One of the 

best ways I know of to foster these two things (continued on page 2) 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

August 1:  Friday Night 
Fellowship @ 7:00 PM 

August 8: Friday Night Fellowship  
“Frozen” Night @ 7:00 PM 

August 15: Friday Night 
Fellowship @ 7:00 PM 

August 22: End of Summer 
Beach Day, Torrance Beach, 
then Friday Night Fellowship @ 
7:00 PM 

August 30 – Sep. 1: Family 
Retreat @ Taquitz Pines 

 

PVBC Youth Ministry 

       Have any questions, suggestions, or prayer requests? 
Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(856)-577-8609, or contact one of 
our awesome Youth Leaders! 



(cont’d)…is to write and read 

something like this, something that is 

enough of an overview as not to miss 

the forest for the trees, yet detailed 

enough to see God working in the little 

things.  I hope that as you read it, you 

will be both spurred on to pray for our 

Youth, and encouraged in your own 

relationship with Jesus Christ as well!  

I will try to send one out once a month, 

and may solicit some of your kids’ 

help, soon, for contributions. 

A Huge Thank You to Our Youth Advisors, Spencer, Jeff, and Nicole! 

Upcoming Events 

August 2014 

I think God institutes seasons for a reason.  On this side of eternity’s door, it is often the case that 
seasons are just long enough to lull us into thinking that they will last for good, but short enough to 
remind us that they won’t.  They bring us to a place of longing for permanence, and are perhaps even 
one of God’s appointed means for stirring up a desire for the sweet permanence of heaven.   

The seasons are changing here at the PVBC Youth Ministry, too, as we send off three of our committed 
Youth Advisors, Spencer, Nicole, and Jeff.  At FNF a few weeks ago, the Youth were able to express 
thanks to these three for their personal investment in the Youth Ministry and in them as individuals.  
They will certainly be missed around here, but we know that God will “go before them and be their rear 
guard” (Isaiah 52:12).  Thank you, Spencer, Nicole, and Jeff! 

August 30-September 
1: Family Retreat 
Don’t forget to sign up for 
Family Retreat this year!  The 
retreat will start at 11:00 AM 
on Saturday, the 30th.  This will 
be a great time to get to know 
the PVBC family across the 
generations, as well as to bond 
with other students before the 
school year hits full-stride! 

September 5: Parents’ 
Meeting  Parents, you are 
highly encouraged to come 
out to our parents meeting at 
6:30 PM before FNF.  Ben and 
his wife, Stephanie, will share a 
bit about themselves, and Ben 
will lay out the schedule and 
vision for this year’s Youth 
Ministry.  The parents’ meeting 
is the time to find out the 
“Why’s” behind the “what’s”!  

August 22: End of 
Summer Beach Day, 
Torrance Beach! 
Youth are welcome to join us 
for a fun day at the Torrance 
Beach.  We will meet at the 
(front) church parking lot at 
11:45 and carpool over.  We 
will spend noon-5 P.M. at the 
beach together and return 
before FNF! All are welcome. 
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Hebrews 11:1 calls faith “the assurance of 

things hoped for and the conviction of things not 

seen.”  I have always loved how the Bible 

celebrates faith, as defined above, not as a 

stopgap measure, when all else fails, but 

unapologetically, as a first response.  1 Peter 1:8 

says that, “Though you have not seen Jesus, you 

love him…” and Hebrews 11:27 says that Moses, 

“endured because he saw him who was invisible.”   

Being forced to believe in things we can’t see is 

not a bad thing.  In fact, it’s God’s design!  God 

planned it this way, from the beginning, so that 

we would learn to trust in his character.  When we 

are forced to trust God for something in our life, 

we can take heart knowing that it’s not as if God 
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has forgotten about our present needs, 

or even as if God has forgotten to show 

us a naked-eye sign that will assuage 

our fears of his being unable to meet 

our future needs.  What if, to the 

contrary, God has even hidden from us the 

assurances we would like to have, and what 

if he has done so for the very purpose of 

growing our faith?  In the wilderness, God 

actually “Let (the Israelites) hunger and fed 

(them) with manna…to teach (them) that 

man does not live on bread alone, but on 

every word that comes from the mouth of 

the Lord” (Deut. 8:3). 

In our Youth Ministry right now, we have 

tangible needs: a consistent worship leader, 

Youth Advisors, God’s wisdom in this time 

of transition, parent volunteers…and this 

only begins the list.  One thing I hope we 

learn from this time is that we can use our 
needs as means to an end—trust in God.  

“Seeing Invisible 
Things” 

August 2014 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in August (Luke 18:1-8) 

This August, Please join us in prayer for: 

1) The powerful presence of the Holy Spirit in all of our gatherings, both formal and 
informal. 

2) A supernatural excitement among the Youth and parents about the new season God is 
beginning here. 

3) For one new person to attend FNF on August 15th or August 22nd. 


