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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

DECEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER 
It’s Advent 
Season! 

// Have you ever 
wondered why 
Christians have so 
few holidays?  Well, 
I guess it’s all a 
matter of 
perspective, but we 
basically have two 
big holidays—
Christmas and Easter—and a few other related days, 
perhaps, if you grew up in a more traditional church 
(Pentecost, for example).  In comparison, it seems like other 
faiths are replete with festivals, feast days, and days off—
or, at least it does to the child who has to wait another 
whole year to open presents!   

 But, part of the reason why I am “quite all right” with 
having only two holidays is that, as Christians, we don’t 
necessarily have to know lots of different things—as long as 
we know just a few really, really important ones and never 
forget them!  One such thing is that God dwells with his 

Upcoming Events 

December 9: FNF Christmas 
Party @ 6:00 PM 

December 11: All-Church 
Christmas Dinner @ 5:30 PM 

December 16: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

December 23: NO FNF 

December 30: FNF Hang-Out 
@ 7:00 PM 

 



 

…(cont’d) people.  If we can focus on this—and this is what 

Christmas helps us to do—our whole lives would different: 

more joyful, more holy, more hopeful.  "Look! The virgin will 

conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will 

call him Immanuel, which means 'God is with us.'" (Matt. 
1:23). As a youth ministry, we want to take this month to 

focus on just that. 

 To do so, we began our advent season last Friday with 

a Christmas-themed message.  This Friday, December 9, will 

be our FNF Christmas Party at 6:00 PM.  At our Christmas Party, we will have dinner, Christmas 

worship, a student-led devotional, a gift-exchange, and dessert.  Then, 

as a whole church body, we will have our All-Church Christmas Dinner 

this Sunday, December 11 at 5:30 PM.  In all, it’s a busy end to a full 

Autumn, which itself provided many opportunities to grow closer to 

God, who first drew close to us.  Last month, we had our Broomball 
Event, at The Skating Edge Ice Rink, in Harbor City, and continued 

consistently in our FNF series on The Gospel of Mark.   
 As we approach the New Year, be sure to sign up for our Winter 
Retreat (2/17-2/20), especially so that you can get the “early-bird” 

price, which ends on December 30.  This year, we will be hosting a joint 

retreat with Cerritos Baptist Church, so make sure not to miss it!  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Winter Retreat: Sign up now! Our 
registration forms are already 
out for this coming year’s Winter 
Retreat, over Presidents’ Day 
Weekend (February 17-20, 
2016).  You can pick up a 
registration form any Friday or 
Sunday, or by e-mailing Ben.  
Make sure, though, to sign up 
early to get the early bird price, 
which ends on December 30th! 

Sunday, December 11 @ 5:30 PM 
All Church Christmas Dinner:  
Come for our catered all-
church Christmas dinner, with 
desserts, music, and a special 
choir presentation.  The 
Christmas dinner is always a 
great event for inviting family 
and friends who are not part of 
PVBC.  The cost is $10 per 
person ($5 for ages 4-10).  Let us 
know ASAP if you are planning 
on attending, but haven’t yet 
signed up. 

Friday, December 9 @ 6:00 PM: 
FNF Christmas Party:  Come at 
6:00 PM for dinner!  Afterwards, 
we will have worship, a 
devotional, a game, and then 
our famous White-Elephant Gift 
Exchange.  Bring a wrapped gift 
of $10-15 value or under for our 
gift exchange (you are 
encouraged to make your own 
gifts!) and a suggested $10 
contribution for dinner.  Lastly, for 
dress: you are encouraged and 
invited to wear your pajamas to 
this Christmas Party! 
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neighbor’s dog, only to grow up and realize the 
dog was harmless all along. 

Instead, it seems that the shepherds’ terror was a 
terror that was right and accurate, and it came 
on account of their seeing “the glory of the Lord” 
which shone around them, the angel, and the 
field.  The “glory of the Lord” means the physical, 
outward, display of the Lord’s holiness.  We don’t 
know what it looked like, because we don’t have 
an experience of moral qualities having physical 
features.  In other words, you can’t look at a 
woman’s haircut and tell she is a patient and 
compassionate woman, or look at a man’s eye 
color and tell that he treats his children well.  But, 
somehow, there is in fact such an outward, 
physical display of moral qualities, which the Lord 
can show people—and it’s such a piercing, 
overwhelming thing that, even at first sight, we 
know exactly what it represents, and don’t need 
any explanation.  This is what the shepherds saw. 

When the shepherds saw this, they, like everyone 
else who had ever seen an angel, knew they 
were done for.  They knew they had seen 
perfection, which laid bare their own sin.   

Therefore, when the angel said, “Do not fear…” 
he was legitimately bringing a whole new piece 
of news into the picture—new news of grace.  
The shepherds need not fear because their  
reactions to seeing the glory of God didn’t have 
to be the final word.  The angel came to tell them 
that the sum total of God’s nature could be, and 
would be yielded, not for their judgement, in this 
case—but for their salvation: “behold, I bring you 
good news…believe it or not.”  In this instance of 
heaven’s puncturing earth, the Lord did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him.   
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 There are few Christmas passages as 
classic as Luke 2:8-11: “And in the same region 
there were shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  And the angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 
fear.  And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people.  For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.” 

I love this passage because in it I think we can see 
something of a condensed picture of the whole 
reason Jesus came. Interestingly, in this angelic 
appearance, as in other instances when an Old 
Testament saint saw either an angel or some form 
of “the glory of the Lord”, they were utterly 
terrified.  Here, the shepherds see both “the angel 
of the Lord” and “the glory of the Lord” and were 
terrified as a result.  But, what exactly was it that 
“filled them with fear?” Have you ever thought 
about that?   

First, I don’t think it was merely the surprise that 
filled them with fear—it seems they would have 
stayed fearful, as long as their meeting lasted, if 
the angel didn’t speak.  Secondly, I don’t think 
there was anything about the angel, outside of 
the radiance of his own person, which would 
have caused the shepherds’ fear.  In other words, 
he wasn’t holding a knife or a spear!  Lastly, and 
most importantly, I don’t believe the shepherds’ 
fear was owing to a misunderstanding of angels, 
not unlike the way a child is afraid of the 

Why Angels Are Scary 
And Christmas Isn’t 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in December (Luke 18:1-8) 

This December, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to be glorified at our Christmas Party on Friday, December 9. 
2) For God to give our youth a greater awe of Christ during this Advent season. 
3) For God to bring three more new youth to FNF this month. 


