
 

 

 

Worship Him completely  
Walk with Him consistently  
Witness for Him compassionately  

February 2015 

Hearing and Living the Story 
 This January, we started our new, yearlong message 

series, “The Greatest Story Ever Told,” which is a look through 

the story of the entire Bible and how it all highlights and puts on 

display the awesomeness of Jesus Christ.  So, for the past four 

weeks, we went through a “Prelude”, a “summary”, then gotten 

into the story itself, beginning with the creation of the universe, 

and then the creation of human beings (you know, light stuff!).  

We do this because we firmly believe that faith begins with 

hearing the word of God itself—“Faith comes from hearing, and 

hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). 

 But, though faith—“the ability to believe in invisible 

things”—may begin with hearing the word of God, it certainly 

doesn’t end there.  Faith leads to action, and some of our youth 

were able to put their faith into action through serving at 

Compton Initiative on the 31st.  This won’t be our last Compton 

Initiative, and we encourage you to serve at the next one! 

 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

Feb. 6: “Sundaes on Friday”, 
combined with CCCSB  @ 
7:00 PM 
Feb. 13-16: Winter Retreat, 
with Chinese Community 
Church of South Bay, Yucaipa, 
California 
Feb. 20: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
Feb. 27: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

 

 

PVBC Youth Ministry 

       Have any questions, suggestions, or prayer requests? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact one of 
our awesome Youth Leaders! 



 

 
 
From Our Alumni! 
 
Hear from two of our alumni, Chris O. and Spencer U., on where they are now and what God is teaching them 
this year. 
 
Hey guys!  I can't believe that it's already been months since I've 
started college, but I'm stoked to update you with lessons God has 
been teaching me.  Growing in my faith in the college scene has 
been a challenging, yet fruitful experience. College is a whole new 
world.  No parents? No curfew?  Sounds almost too good to be 
true; this definition of college has freedom written all over 
it.  However, especially with the parents gone, I've learned that 
with great freedom comes great responsibility.   
 
There are voices everywhere.  Professors telling you how to study, 
friends telling you how to live, clubs telling you whom to join.  Yes, 
even the Quidditch team may holler across campus to get your 
attention.  I've discovered that it's easy to get lost in this sea of 
voices.  I've struggled with asking myself "who's right and who's 
wrong?"  However, throughout all the voices we hear and tough 
decisions we have to make, God has shown me that there is one 
thing we can truly rely on: Him.  The bible has become of ever more value, and I hope we continue to 
treasure it as we continue to discern God's voice and will for our own lives.   
 
Roman's 15:4 ESV 
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 
 
Until next time! 
Chris O 

Upcoming Events 

February 2015 

February 13-16: Youth 
Winter Retreat (With 
CCCSB) in Yucaipa, CA: It’s 
not too late to register for our 
Youth Winter Retreat in Yucaipa!  
It will be a great time with old 
friends, new friends, all the usual 
“retreat activities” we love, a great 
guest speaker and a guest 
worship leader!  Our topic is “The 
Wonder of the Word of God.”  
Come and bring friends to grow  
 

February 6, 20, 27 
New 2015 Series: “The 
Greatest Story Ever Told” 

At FNF, we will be continuing our 
new message series, which is a 
grand overview of the story of 
the entire Bible.  This is a great 
opportunity to see “how it all fits 
together”, and to watch the plan 
of God unfold from Genesis to 
Revelation.  

February 6: “Sundaes on 
Friday”, 7:00 PM 

Next Friday, we will be hosting 
the youth from Chinese 
Community Church of South 
Bay (our Winter Retreat 
partners!) for FNF and ice cream 
Sundaes!  Come for games, ice 
cream Sundaes, and a message 
with and come to make new 
friends!  Let’s represent PVBC 
well and enjoy time with guests!  



 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in February (Luke 18:1-8) 
This February, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to glorify his name at our Youth Winter Retreat from 2/13-2/16. 
2) For two new youth to attend FNF.   
3) For God to give us a new thirst for prayer. 

From Our Alumni, (Part 2)! 

My name is Spencer and I had the 
privilege to grow up in and help out 
with the PVBC youth group 
throughout the past couple of years. 
After graduating from college, I made 
the decision to join a volunteer 
service program in Montana for a 
year! I have been living on the Fort 
Belknap Indian Reservation in 
northern Montana for about 5 
months now, and I help tutor 
students at one of the elementary 
schools on the reservation. It has 
been a year of growing and 
stretching, and learning more about 
myself and God in an entirely different environment from back in southern California. I just 
wanted to share a little bit about what I’ve been learning this year, but if any of you have more 
questions feel free to contact me at spencer.uemura@gmail.com. 
 
Coming out here was an incredible risk for me. Indian reservations often have bad reputations 
for being places with lots of poverty and substance abuse, and I was coming in with little to no 
knowledge of Native American culture. Even so, God has been working to grow and strengthen 
my ability to serve the people here. He’s been shaping my perspective more and more so that 
instead of just seeing the past injustices done against these people, I can now see the rich 
culture and strong family ties that hold everything together. He’s taught me to see the things 
that make us alike, rather than the things that make us different. I’ve been drawn out of a 
prideful state of mind into one of love and compassion. So my challenge for you youth is this: 
Take some time in this next week to serve the people who need love. Show them you care about 
them. Show them that they are worth your time. But most importantly, seek to honor and 
understand them, and love them with the love we’ve all received so generously from God. You 
may just find that they’re not so different from yourself. 


