
 

  

  

Re-Writing History in November… 
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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

FEBRUARY 2016 NEWSLETTER 

Only With (Lots of) Help…  

// We started the year of 
FNF off on January 8, 
being motivated to view 
our Christian lives as a 
race, and to “run in such 
a way as to get the prize” 
(1 Cor. 9:24).  The next 
two weeks, then, we 
looked at who the Holy 
Spirit is, who helps us in this.  The Holy Spirit—God’s great 
gift to us as believers—is God himself, living in us, giving 
us the mighty power we need to “live missionally”, our 
all-church “theme” for 2016.  Another one of our goals 
for the year is that we would draw closer to each other 
in unity, even as we draw closer to God.  So, on January 
22, we had our first Fellowship Night of the year, with 
group games, smoothies, worship, and one of our very 
own Servant Leadership Team members, Matt C., giving 
the devotional, on being “fully devoted to God” (2 Cor. 
5:15).  The entire SLT helped to plan the night. 

Upcoming Events 

February 5: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

February 12-15:  Winter Retreat 
2016! San Marcos Christian 
Camp, Santa Barbara 

February 19:  FNF @ 7:00 PM 

February 26:  FNF @ 7:00 PM 

March 4:  FNF @ 7:00 PM 

 

 



 

(Cont’d from page 1) 
 This past Saturday, on January 30, we also 
served again with the Compton Initiative.  This has 
been our fourth time serving with Compton 
Initiative (not including the time we showed up 
and it was rained out!), and we are thankful for 
both our Compton Initiative “regulars” as well as 
our first-time attenders.  This most recent time, we 
painted a house (believe it or not, with a large 
group of people, you can paint an entire house 
in five hours!), and then had the opportunity to 
encourage and pray for the residents. 
 Our Youth Winter Retreat will be in two weeks, over Presidents’ Day weekend, February 
12-15, 2016, at will be at San Marcos Christian Camp in Santa Barbara.  Registration is still 
open!  If you’ve never been to a Winter Retreat before, you absolutely won’t want to miss is, 
as it really is a rare opportunity to grow by leaps and bounds, in a short amount of time, with 
both God and your peers.  If you ask some of our older youth, or our recent graduates, many, 
if not all, will tell you stories of significant breakthroughs in their spiritual lives that came as a 
result of a particular Winter Retreat or Family Retreat that they attended as a middle school or 
high school student.  If you would like more information about Winter Retreat, or if you need a 
new registration form, don’t hesitate to contact Ben ASAP! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

February 5, 19, 26 @ 7:00 PM: 
FNF Continues! After getting a 
broad overview of the Bible all 
of last year, we are continuing 
our series on the Holy Spirit this 
February, and then starting a 
new series after Winter Retreat.  
Come, and bring friends, as 
always, for fun, food, 
fellowship, and Jesus!  Our FNF 
community is growing, and we 
want you in it! 

Sundays @ PVBC, 9:00 AM: 
Missional Living (Acts):  
Come also for our Sunday 
services at PVBC, where we 
are going through the Book 
of Acts this year.  Our theme 
for the year is “Missional 
Living.”  God has a great 
purpose for the world—that 
“the whole earth would be 
filled with the knowledge of 
his glory, as the waters cover 
the sea!” (Habakkuk 2:14) 

February 12-15, 2016.  Winter 
Retreat 2016!  San Marcos 
Christian Camp, Santa Barbara, 
CA.  You won’t want to miss our 
Youth Winter Retreat over 
Presidents’ Day Weekend, 2016!  
Pick up a registration form on a 
Friday or Sunday or e-mail Ben: 
It is not too late to register!  
Invite your friends, for a 
weekend of fellowship, 
preaching, worship, games, 
and, of course, s’mores! 

February 2016 
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The book of Jonah is a classic children’s ministry 
book, and the story of Jonah and the large fish 
is tried and true Vacation Bible School material.  
Jonah, however, is about far more than a story 
of a man who was swallowed up and lived “in 
the belly of a fish three days and three nights” 
(1:17), and then got “vomited out” (2:10) safely 
upon dry land.  In fact, the point of Jonah has 
nothing to do with a fish…or even with Jonah, 
despite his being the main character in the 
story!  The book of Jonah is about the heart of 
God, and it has something to teach us about 
our all-church theme for the year, “missional 
living.” 

 God gave Jonah a mission—to go to 
Nineveh, the great godless city of his day, and 
“call out against it” (1:2). Jonah didn’t like this 
mission and so he “fled from the presence of 
the Lord” (enter storm, sailors, getting thrown 
overboard, swallowed by a whale, and spit 
back out).  After Jonah gets spit out, he is 
commanded once again to preach to 
Nineveh, and he finally does—“In forty days, 
Nineveh shall be overthrown.”  Beautiful Gospel 
presentation, Jonah!  Can’t you just feel the 
warmth of his compassion?  His evangelist effort 
is the equivalent of when a parent tells their kid 
to say “sorry” and they do it with huffy breaths 
and fingers crossed.  Surprisingly, however the 
Ninevites do repent, and they “call out mightily 
to God” (3:6-10).   
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 What’s crazier is that their repentance 
“displeased Jonah, exceedingly, and he was 
angry.  And he prayed to the Lord and said, 
“O Lord, is not this what I said when I was yet 
in my country?  That is why I made haste to 
flee…for I knew that you are a gracious God, 
and merciful!” (4:1-2).   In his anger, Jonah 
wishes to die, so God graciously gives him a 
plant to shade him from the heat, while he is 
moaning.  Finally, however, God causes a 
scorching wind to wither the plant, again 
angering Jonah, before ending the book 
(abruptly) like this: “You pity the plant, for 
which you did not labor, nor did you make it 
grow…should I not pity Nineveh, that great 
city, in which there are more than 120,000 
persons who do not know their right hand 
from their left? (4:11). 

 It’s easy to pick on Jonah, but so often 
my heart is all too similar to his.  Part of 
missional living is pleading with God to soften 
our heart towards the “Ninevites” in our lives, 
and asking ourselves the honest question of 
whether we even want to reach out to the 
most godless people we know—the sarcastic 
atheist on Facebook, or in the workplace, or 
our foul-mouthed friend.  Do we want that 
person in our church or at FNF who vapes, 
goes to far with their boyfriend, and doesn’t 
know how to find the book of Luke in the 
Bible?   

 When Jesus saw these people, he “had 
compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd”.   My prayer is that God would work 
in us until we think and feel the same way.  

“Should I Not Pity 
Nineveh?” 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in February (Luke 18:1-8) 

This February, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to bring tangible spiritual awakening to our ministry this year. 
2) For God to work mightily for spiritual growth during our Winter Retreat. 
3) For God to bring three new youth to FNF. 


