
 

 
 

 

Worship Him completely  
Walk with Him consistently  
Witness for Him compassionately  

January 2015 

Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room 
 This December, we celebrated Christmas as a youth ministry 

in many ways.  On December 12th, we held our Christmas Party, 

which was a great success, and the week before we had an advent 

service at FNF.  Many of our youth also took part in and enjoyed our 

all-church Christmas dinner on December 14th.  Most importantly, 

we (hopefully!) prepared our hearts to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

 As 2015 rolls in, I am excited to see how our mighty God will 

act, both with us and for us.  It is my hope that 2015 will be, for the 

youth ministry, a year of risk-taking for God.  It is my prayer for us 

that we will explore the possibilities of what living by faith could look 

like.  In 2015, we will also begin our new, year-long message series 

during FNF, which we are calling “The Greatest Story Ever Told.”  In 

this series, we will dig deep into the overarching story of the entire 

Bible, see how it all fits perfectly together, and see God’s 

unswerving commitment to his own glory throughout each page.  I 
hope it will cause all of us to respond in worship!      

 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

Jan. 2 Games Night (Girls) at 
Friedman Apt. @ 7:30 PM 
/Guys Night Out @ 7:00 PM 
Jan. 9 FNF @ 7:00 PM 
Jan. 16: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
Jan. 23 : FNF @ 7:00 PM 
Jan. 30: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
Jan 31: Compton Initiative @ 
7:00 AM 

 

PVBC Youth Ministry 

       Have any questions, suggestions, or prayer requests? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact one of 
our awesome Youth Leaders! 



 

From Our Students: Through the Bible in a Year, by R.J. 
Hear from RJ, one of our 8th grade students, on how God has changed him through daily Bible reading, and 
how he can change you, too. 
 
“After reading through most of the Bible for more or less a year, I have finally managed to read through 
most of the Bible cover to cover. As this being the first time I have done so, I have learned so much more 
about God and his plan for us. Although keeping to my schedule was challenging at times, and just taking 
time to sit down and read was hard to do, it has gotten easier as I continue to go through the Bible. As a 
new year begins, I encourage you to try reading the Bible every day. You don’t have to read through the 
whole thing, just try spending some time in God’s word. You will learn so much just by reading a little 
every day. 
 
Although I’ve only read through the Bible once now, I’ve learned so much. Aside from all the facts about 
things like the creation or the flood or the Jewish people, I could see God’s love and his plan for us. I 
could see how all the events leading up to the New Testament and then past it were all part of God’s 
amazing plan to save us and make us his. I have grown in my understanding of the scripture and every 
day find something new. As I continue to study the Bible, I will learn so much more and grow greatly in 
my relationship with God. 
 
Getting started was rough, but once the habit of reading the Bible everyday was formed, Bible reading 
became so much easier. First, set a time that you will read your Bible. Pick times where you can 
concentrate and not worry about anything, like the mornings or before bed. Next, set a reminder. It is 
really hard to remember to do something every day when you’re starting to do it, so setting a reminder 
will hopefully remind you to read the Bible. Last, get a reading plan. Plans come in many different ways, 
so you have a wide variety to choose from. I found all these really helpful in forming a habit of reading the 
Bible every day, and now successfully read the Bible every day. Reading through the Bible in a year has 
greatly impacted my life, and I encourage all to try to read the Bible every day. Even if it is only a few 
verses a day, those few verses will have an impact on your life.” 

Upcoming Events 

January 2015 

January 31: Compton 
Initiative: We had great success 
with the Compton Initiative, our 
first time around this past 
October.  Come serve at the next 
Compton Initiative! We will 
probably try to leave the church 
by 6:30 A.M. to carpool and be in 
Compton by 7:00.  Talk to Ben to 
sign up.  The work is mostly 
manual labor, so bring clothes you 
don’t mind getting dirty in!  
Breakfast and lunch are both 
provided. 

January 9, 16, 23, 30 
New 2015 Series: “The 
Greatest Story Ever Told” 

At FNF, we will be diving into our 
new message series, which is a 
grand overview of the story of 
the entire Bible.  This is a great 
opportunity to see “how it all fits 
together”, and to watch the plan 
of God unfold from Genesis to 
Revelation.  

January 2nd: Game Night 
(Girls) @ 7:30 PM, Friedman 
Apt., and Guys Night Out 
(Guys), 7:00 PM 
Girls, come and start the year off 
with a night of games, snacks, and 
fellowship at the Friedman Apt. @ 
7:30 P.M! The address is 3510 
Garnet Street, Apt. F, in Torrance.  
Ask Stephanie if you need more 
information!  Guys, we will meet at 
the church at 7:00 PM and go out 
to dinner, then do a Bible study! 
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 When Stephanie and I visited her family in 
Vancouver, Canada over Christmas, we were able to 
have breakfast one morning with her old pastor and his 
wife.  As we recounted the goings-on of 2014, they told 
us, with great excitement, of the burden they felt that 
God was placing on their hearts for the next year of 
ministry in their church.  They felt as if God was telling 
them it was “now or never”, basically, to take a few 
risky steps in moving their ministry forward.  And, far 
from being simply another case of unrealistic new 
year’s resolutions, they had in fact already taken 
tangible steps to enact their plan.    

 Though their situation is different than ours, it 
was not so much their specific plans, but rather their 
excitement and their attitude that moved me.  It was an 
attitude of “living by faith.”  Because we like to throw 
around Christian phrases without really defining what 
they mean (I am all too guilty of this myself), let me 
explain what I mean when I say it was an attitude of 
“living by faith.”  When I say “living by faith,” I mean: 
When people live by faith, they have an attitude that takes 
on and attempts great things for God, in such a way that if 
God doesn’t come through, they will be in big trouble. 

 What aspects, if any, of our lives are arranged 
in such a way that we could potentially be “up a creek 
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without a paddle” if God doesn’t come through and 
do something extra. 

 This will look different for each of us, of 
course.  For some of us, it will look like going on an 
outreach when we’re afraid to.  For others of us, it 
will look like sharing the Gospel with our teammate 
or classmate.  It might look like giving beyond our 
means.   

 This isn’t just something we do on an 
individual basis, however.  For our youth ministry as 
a whole, “living by faith” requires teaming together 
in collective risk-taking.  Maybe this means risking 
embarrassment or rejection to invite our friends to 
church.  Maybe this means making a commitment 
to reading the Bible for fifteen or twenty minutes a 
day and risk getting a “B” on a test because we cut 
into our homework time with devotional time.  
These are all things that we do together, however, 
and can encourage each other in. 

 In hockey, when a team urgently needs to 
score at the very end of the game to avoid defeat, 
they will often take their goalie out of the net to use 
a fifth player on the offense, attacking the 
opponent’s goal with full force.  This has the added 
advantage of more offense, but it is extremely risky, 
as it leaves the entire net exposed.  In some ways, it 
is like “living by faith.”  If their plan doesn’t work, 
the results could be awful.   

 Teams won’t take the goalie out of the net 
for the entire game, however, or not even every 
game, but only when the situation is urgent and 
dire.  Do we live our lives this way, as if every day 
was its own version of taking the goalie out of the 
net?  This is one of my hopes, my prayers, and also 
my challenge for us in 2015: let’s embrace risk--
together. 

“2015—Make it Risky!” 
 

January 2015 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in January (Luke 18:1-8) 
This January, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to bring two new youth to FNF. 
2) For God to help us develop the habit of consistent Bible reading in January.   
3) For God to give us a sense of urgency in our spiritual lives. 


