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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

JANUARY 2017 NEWSLETTER 
It’s a New Year! 

// There is always 
something fresh about 
the changing of the 
calendar from December 
31 to January 1.  Even 
though it might as well be 
a change in days like any 
other day, God gives us 
365-day “seasons” called 
years to help us 
understand that he 
always wants to renew 
us, and renew our devotion.  Though we should never wait 
until the New Year—or wait at all—to return to God and 
follow him—there is indeed something special about 
seeing “January 1” on the calendar; something like an 
exclamation point behind the Scripture promise that God’s 
mercies are “new every morning” (Lam. 3:23). 

 In 2017, let’s embrace the freeness of the love God 
has for us, as a youth ministry, and respond by giving him 

Upcoming Events 

January 6: Spring FNF begins @ 
7:00 PM 

January 13: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

January 20: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

January 21: Church Work Day 
@ 8:00 AM 

January 22: Congregational 
Meeting @ 11:00 AM 

January 27: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

 



 

…(cont’d) all of our lives, plans, hopes, and goals.   

 Equally as important as embracing the new plans 

God has for us is looking back.  Last December, we 

wrapped up another year of youth ministry, and focused on 

the incarnation of Christ as a youth ministry, during Advent 

season.  On December 2, we had an Advent message, and 

on December 9, we had our annual FNF Christmas Party with 

dinner, worship, a message, a group game, and a White-

Elephant gift exchange.  Two of the unique and 

encouraging parts of the night were having a guest worship leader, Evan, from Cerritos Baptist 

Church, lead us in worship, and having one of our youth SLT members, Brian, prepare and deliver a 

Christmas devotional message for us.  Finally, on the Friday before the week of Christmas, we had 

a Christmas Movie Night and hang out. 

 After a short break, then, our FNF ministry will resume in 

full swing this Friday night, January 6.  Don’t forget, as well, 

that our Youth Winter Retreat is right around the corner, and 

will be next month, over Presidents’ Day Weekend (Feb. 17-

20) at San Marcos Christian Camp in Santa Barbara, CA, as 

we partner with Cerritos Baptist Church.  We are incredibly 

excited that our speaker for this year will be Micah Gilmore, 

from Evergreen SGV.  Sign-up now! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Winter Retreat: Sign up now! Our 
registration forms are out for this 
year’s upcoming Winter Retreat, 
over Presidents’ Day Weekend 
(February 17-20, 2017).  You can 
pick up a registration form any 
Friday or Sunday, or by e-
mailing Ben.  Make sure, 
though, to sign up early to get 
the regular price, which goes 
through January 13th. 

Saturday, January 21 @ 8:00 AM 
Church Work Day:  A simple way 
to begin serving in 2017 is to 
serve our very own church.  
Towards the end of the month, 
we will have a church workday, 
where we will meet at church to 
work on various projects relating 
to the maintenance and 
upkeep of our church property.  
There will be coffee and donuts 
for those who arrive at the start 
of the morning. 
 

Fridays, beginning again January 
6 @ 7:00 PM: Spring FNF: We will 
kick off our FNF year anew this 
January, with a vision message 
for the year, before resuming our 
series on the Gospel of Mark.  
Make 2017 a year to pursue 
Jesus, alongside others, and let 
the ministry of Friday Night 
Fellowship give you a jump-start 
in that goal. 

January 2017 



 

 

2

invites you to come to him, is applicable to you.  
No matter how far from God you feel, Jesus has 
both the power and the willingness to bring you 
back. 

 It is always “fresh” news:  The shock value 
of other news stories wears off in the wake of the 
next story, but this news is always current and 
always fresh.  If you turn down the risen Jesus’ 
invitation for a deeper relationship, you didn’t 
blow it once and for all—the invitation still stands.  
His patience is perfect and unflinching. 

 It has the deepest impact: election results 
may affect your taxes, over the next four years, or 
even your job or your safety.  A birth or death in 
the family may affect your schedule or your 
pocketbook.  Jesus’ invitation, however, affects 
everything.  If you believe this news is true, and 
respond accordingly, it changes everything.  

 So, as 2017 continues, remember this:  the 
biggest story of the year has already happened, 
and you are invited to be a part of it anew, every 
day. 
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 At the beginning of each new year, I 
always wonder what the biggest news stories of 
the coming year will be.  What was the biggest 
news story of 2016?  The US Presidential Election?  
The ongoing fight against ISIS?  Brexit?  The Cubs 
finally winning the World Series?  The line-up is full, 
and it is interesting—and maybe even 
frightening—to think of what the most significant 
story of 2017 will be. 

 Likewise, what will be the most significant 
personal event for you over the course of the next 
year?  A birth or death in the family?  Transitioning 
off to college?  Beginning a new relationship? 

 As interesting as these all are to ponder, 
the biggest news story of 2017 already happened: 
Jesus has risen from the dead, is on his throne, 
and is inviting all of us to come to him.   “Huh?” 
you may think, “That happened a long time ago.”  
Though you’d be right, in one sense—Jesus 
ascended into heaven almost 2,000 years ago—I 
still believe this is the biggest news story of 2017, 
and here are just a few reasons why: 

 It affects the greatest amount of people:  
This is not a localized happening, but one that has 
real relevance for every person in every country 
on earth.  No matter who you are, how old you 
are, or where you live, the fact that Jesus rose 
from the dead, is in control in the world, and 

The Biggest News  
Story in 2017 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in January (Luke 18:1-8) 

This January, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to help us set Christ-centered resolutions for the year 2017. 
2) For God to give our youth a greater awe of Christ during this Advent season. 
3) For God to bring three more new youth to FNF this month. 


