
 

  

 

Worship Him completely  
Walk with Him consistently  

Witness for Him compassionately  

July 2015 

Summer Is Heating Up… 
 
 This June, as we began to enter our summer phase of 

ministry, we were able to see God work, both in closing out 

one season and in beginning another one anew.  We celebrated 

our large group of graduates on Friday, June 19, at Grad Night 

(“The Academy Awards”) and were able to recognize fifth, 

eighth, and twelfth grade grads with dinner, speeches, 

prayers, and gifts.  One of the three pillars of our youth 

ministry is “Walking with God Consistently” and right up next 

to the idea of walking with God consistently is walking with 

each other consistently, through both the highs and the lows.  

Grad Night was definitely a high, and as a church, we 

celebrated together. 

 After Grad Night, then, we began our Summer FNF 

series, “You Were Wondering.”  Students were able to write in 

anonymous questions, which we will be making every effort to 
answer throughout this summer.  Oftentimes, it is the case 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

 July 3: FNF & Grunion Run 
July 10: FNF @ 7:00 PM,  
July 17: FNF @ 7:00 PM, 
(Extended Fellowship Time) 
July 18: Compton Initiative, 
7:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
July 24:  Knotts Berry Farm 
Trip, 10:00 A.M. – 9:00 PM 
July 31: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
August 1: 7:00 – 9:30 PM 
JEMS Mount Hermon post-rally  

 

PVBC Youth Ministry 

       Have any questions, suggestions, or prayer requests? 
Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact one of 
our awesome Youth Leaders! 



 

(Cont’d from page 1) 
that all that stands between us and our growth in the 
faith (or even our coming to faith!) is one or two 
nagging questions.  This series is our effort to answer 
those questions head-on. 
 Summer can be much-needed time of rest from 
the normal rhythms of school life and extra-curriculars, 
but we also want to make the most of this opportunity 
for growth in the faith.  Though the bulk of our growth 
will come from our own personal study and prayer, as 
well as from reaching out in the grind of our day-to-day 
lives to introduce others to Jesus, our youth ministry 
also has several gatherings and events this summer to 
spur you on in your faith. 
 First, we will continue our “You Were Wondering” Series on Friday, July 10, 17, and 31.  Then, 
on Saturday, July 18, we will be participating for the third time in The Compton Initiative.  This is a 
good opportunity to get our hands dirty and serve our local community.  Because we are Christians, we 
believe that we are called to work for both the spiritual and physical healing of the community around 
us.  The goal is not that we would simply serve for five hours on a Saturday morning, and quiet our 
guilty conscience, but that we would, while doing real work, develop a taste and a heart for service that 
changes the very way we live on a day-to-day basis. 
 Lastly, Friday, July 24 will be our youth ministry’s Knotts Berry Farm Trip.  This will be a great 
chance not only to relax and enjoy the park (and to celebrate the end of summer school for some of 
you!) but to get to know other students in our ministry, in a setting outside of church, who you might 
not otherwise know as well.  This is also a good outreach opportunity to invite your friends to.  In all 
things, though, our prayer is that you would pursue Christ with a passion this summer. 

Upcoming Events 

July 2015 

July 24: 10:00 AM – 9:00 
PM, Knotts Berry Farm 
Trip: Come, and bring 
friends!  The Cost is $35, if 
we can get 15 to sign up by 
July 12.  After that, cost 
increases to $45.  We will 
leave from the PVBC parking 
lot and carpool over to 
Knotts Berry Farm, spend the 
day there, and stop 
somewhere to eat on the way 
back! 

July 18: 7:00 AM – 12:00 PM, 
Compton Initiative: This will be 
our third time serving with 
Compton Initiative, and we can’t 
stop coming back!  Youth and 
families are both encouraged to 
serve.  We’ll leave the church at 
6:30 A.M. to get to Compton by 
7:00.  Talk to Ben to sign up.  The 
work is mostly manual labor, so 
bring clothes you don’t mind 
getting dirty in!  Breakfast and 
lunch are both provided. 

July 10, 17, 31: FNF new 
Summer Series: “You Were 
Wondering”: FNF will meet at the 
same time and place over the 
summer, but with a different 
format. See you there!  We 
finished up Part 1 of our “Greatest 
Story Ever Told” series, and began 
a new series on the 26th of last 
month.  We will be answering the 
questions that you wrote in!  It is 
not too late to write in a question.   
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 How many times have you heard that 
phrase “He doesn’t bite?”  This could be referring 
to an actual dog, but more often than not, it is said 
symbolically, meaning: “come near: you don’t need 
to be afraid.”  I have even had old women say this 
to me when I was little, upon seeing me for the first 
time in a while and wanting to give me a hug: 
“You’ve grown so tall!  Come here and give me a 
hug…I don’t bite, now!” 

 This past week, I had the ability to speak at 
the JEMS Mount Hermon Junior High Camp, up in 
Felton, California, and the theme for the year was 
Psalm 145:18: “The Lord is near to all who call on 
him, to all who call on him in truth.”  I was so 
excited to give five messages on this theme.  The 
first message was about the fact (like 2+2=4) that 
God is near.  The last four messages were 
responses to the fact that God was near: God is 
Near: So Come, So Remember, So Follow, and So 
Go. 

 I had all but finished the preparation for my 
first message, on the fact that God is near to us, 
when the Holy Spirit changed up my plans.  What 
he reminded me of was that the fact that the Lord 
is near is not necessarily good news (as I had 
hoped it would be) for many people.  Though in 
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times of struggle, we may say we feel “distant 
from God”, it is just as much the case that many 
of our wrong views of God still picture him as 
near.  So near, in fact, that he is watching over 
our shoulder, observing our every move, and just 
waiting for us to mess up! 

 God is almost like Santa Claus, in this 
sense, if you think about it.  Santa Claus is 
watching over our shoulder…observing our every 
move…making a list of our “naughty” and “nice” 
deeds in two columns (and checking it twice!).  
And we had better have a longer right column or 
else it’s embarrassment and coal for Christmas!  
Do you ever think of God like this? 

 Now, there might actually be a little bit of 
truth to this.  Proverbs 15:3 says, “The eyes of 
the Lord are in every place, keeping watch on 
the evil and on the good.”  But Satan is the 
master of half-truths.  The full truth is first that 
God is a God of joy.  He is not sour, waiting for 
you to mess up.  He is ridiculously happy, and if 
he’s waiting for you to do anything, it’s for you 
to come to him.  Psalm 103:8 says, “The Lord is 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love.” 

 God certainly takes sin seriously.  He is 
pure and holy.  His “eyes are too pure to look on 
evil” (Hab. 1:13).  But is full of mercy, too, and 
has dealt with his anger over our sin when Christ 
was crucified, 2000 years ago.  Because of this, 
it is good news, not bad news that God is near.  
Therefore, we can “approach the throne of grace 
with confidence” (Heb. 4:16), because God 
doesn’t bite.  

“God Doesn’t Bite” 
 

July 2015 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in July (Luke 18:1-8) 
This July, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to bring three new youth to FNF. 
2) For God to grow the desire for baptism among us. 
3) For God’s favor on our Compton Initiative outreach on July 18th. 


