
 

  

 

Worship Him completely  
Walk with Him consistently  
Witness for Him compassionately  

June 2015 

Finishing strong, celebrating together… 
e and Retreat 
 This May, as we reached the final stretch in the school 

year, we also reached the “home stretch” in our youth 

ministry year.  On the first three Friday Nights of the month, 

we continued our “Greatest Story Ever Told” series at FNF, 

the first part of which we will conclude in early June, and then 

start up afresh in the Fall. Then, on the fourth Friday of the 

month, we held our first annual “Amazing Race PV” event, on 

May 22nd.  It was our highest attended event of the year, but 

more importantly, it was great to see everyone bond together 

throughout the night.  

 As we look to bring the school year to closure and to 

celebrate all that God has done in and through us throughout 

the year, a few transitional things are worth mentioning.  

First, on Sunday, June 14th, which we are calling “Transition 

Sunday”, all 5th, 8th, and 12th grade grads will be recognized 

at the beginning of the service, and from this point on will be 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

 June 5: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
June 12: FNF @ 7:00 PM, 
(Extended Fellowship Time) 
June 13th: Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast (all guys invited!), @ 
9:00-10:30 A.M. 
June 14: Grad Recognition & 
“Transition Sunday” 
June 19:  Grad Night @ 5:00 
PM – 9:00 PM 
June 26: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

 

 

PVBC Youth Ministry 

       Have any questions, suggestions, or prayer requests? 
Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact one of 
our awesome Youth Leaders! 



 

(Cont’d from page 1) 
counted as “graduated” for youth ministry 
purposes!  So youth: congrats, you made it! 
(Pending final exam grades and overdue library 
fines, of course).  You are now fully invited to 
participate in whatever “the next group up” is for 
you, in FNF, for events, and on Sundays as well. 
Then, on June 19th, starting at 5:00 PM, we will 
have our “Grad Night”, which will be our extended 
ceremony and party to recognize you, grads. 
 
This summer, then, we will continue FNF at the 
normal times, with a few events (TBA soon) and 
our ongoing service project (Compton Initiative) 
again.  We look forward, as well, to getting to 
know those of you who are newer on a deeper 
level, without the constant demands of school and extra-curriculars pressing us for time.  This 
relationship building has always been one of my favorite aspects of the summer. 
 
As a youth ministry, we walk through life together.  If you’re new, you’re probably just starting to 
realize this, at this time of transition.  If you’ve grown up in the church, you’ve never known anything 
else.  Sometimes, this can be a welcome realization (more people to celebrate with!) but sometimes 
it can also feel foreign (who are all these people who are not my blood-relatives cheering me on as I 
enter high school? I don’t even know them!)  But I think you will come to like it.  After all, your 
biological family is meant to point to your spiritual family, and not the other way around.  1 Cor. 
12:26 says, “If one member is honored, all rejoice together!”  Yes, even your awkward cousin. 

Upcoming Events 

June 2015 

June 19: 5:00-9:00 PM, 
Grad Night! Come for a 
catered dinner and ceremony 
recognizing our grads!  The 
theme for the year is chosen, 
and is TBA, as it will be kept 
secret until shortly before the 
event!  The dinner is free for 
all grads, and $5 for everyone 
else, to help cover costs.  
Parents, you are all invited 
and encouraged to attend as 
well. 

June 14: “Transition Day”: 
Grads (5th, 8th, and 12th grade alike) 
will be celebrated and given a gift 
at our Sunday service, at 9:00 A.M. 
Come and celebrate them!  They 
will have the choice of attending 
either M.S. or H.S. small groups in 
the summer, but will be fully 
“bumped up” in the Fall.  Incoming 
6th graders are invited to attend 
any and all youth ministry events 
from this point on! 

June 5, 12, 26: FNF, and new 
Summer Series: “You Were 
Wondering”:  We will finish up 
Part 1 of our “Greatest Story Ever 
Told” series, then begin a new 
series on the 26th, as we kick-off 
the summer.  Youth, you will have 
the ability to write-in questions 
(“you were wondering”) and help 
with the topics for the summer.  
FNF will meet at the same time and 
place over the summer, but with a 
different format. See you there! 
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 I remember my first summer crush.  I 
wasn’t even in fifth grade yet, but for a few 
summers in a row, I attended a YMCA camp called 
Camp Ockanickon, in Southern New Jersey.  It had 
all of your camp staples: swimming in a muddy 
lake, archery, BB-gun shooting, rambunctious 
college-aged counselors, and late-night pranks.  
 However, for the “older” age groups, there 
was one additional benefit: the end of the week 
“camp dance” with Camp Mattalionaquay, that 
mysterious girls camp on the other side of the 
woods.  For those rapturous two hours on the 
tennis courts, we danced (and by danced, I mean 
stood around awkwardly) to Jimmy Eat World 
songs—late 90’s kid here—until about 15 minutes 
before closing time, when I was introduced, by a 
group of five gaggling girls to a sixth (equally 
awkward) girl and either asked or told (my memory 
fails me) to be her “girlfriend.”  My friends more or 
less said “yes” for me, and thus began a three 
week pen correspondence which ended amicably, 
though sadly for the younger me, by the time 
school began again.  It was the first time, though, 
that I really stepped out of my comfort zone that 
summer.   

 Ten years later, however, I was once again 
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pushed out of my comfort zone, but this time, 
for a much greater cause.  I became a Christian 
when I was 19, late in the fall semester of my 
freshman year of college.  Long story short, I 
ended up accepting a job as a camp counselor 
at a Christian camp in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
just six months after I became a Christian.  I had 
absolutely no idea what I was doing, and to this 
day, I question my former boss for hiring me 
(though I am grateful to her for it).   

 That entire summer, I was called to teach 
daily through the Gospels.  There was only one 
problem:  I had never read them!  I didn’t read 
through a book of the Bible in its entirety until 
the third week of that very summer, when I read 
through Matthew.  Every morning, then, I would 
get up at 6:45, put on a coat in the cold 
Wyoming air—we were at 8,000 feet, and it can 
go down to 40 degrees in the summer in 
Wyoming—and huddle up in the quiet, empty, 
Rec Hall to read through a Gospel, or through 
Acts, or one of Paul’s letters.  Then, later that 
very week, I would be called to teach on what I 
had read, to the best of my ability.  It was nerve-
wracking! 

 Where might God be calling you to bust 
out of your comfort zone this summer?  Maybe 
he’s calling you to serve with the Compton 
Initiative.  Maybe he’s calling you to share the 
Gospel with a friend.  Maybe he’s calling you to 
ask for forgiveness from—or offer it to—a family 
member.  Pray to God and ask him where he 
may be calling you to trust him, outside of your 
comfort zone, this summer!  

 

“Summer is For Comfort-
Zone Busting” 

 

June 2015 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in June (Luke 18:1-8) 
This June, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to bring three new youth to FNF. 
2) For to prepare the hearts of our incoming 6th graders, as they enter the youth ministry. 
3) For God to grow the number of youth being discipled in our ministry. 


