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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

JUNE 2016 NEWSLETTER 

Growing in the 
Gospel in May… 

// This past May, we 
finished our recent 
FNF series, “Counting 
the Cost”. Counting 
the cost is “thinking 
deeply about both the trials and the rewards of 
following Jesus, beforehand.”  Though the Christian life is 
full of both trials and rewards, the rewards far outweigh 
the trials!   

 We also had a single message on Psalm 139, 
about “What God Does Before We Are Born”, as well as 
a guest speaker, Dr. Nozaki, who spoke on “The Fear of 
The Lord.”  In addition to our regular FNF nights, we also 
hosted a special event: on Friday, May 20, we came 
together for a Karaoke & Boba Fellowship Night!  This 
year, we have really been focusing on gaining a richer 
understanding of the Gospel, the “good news” of God’s 
unconditional love for us and his Son’s daring rescue 

Upcoming Events 

June 3: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

June 10: FNF @ 7:00 PM  

June 17: End-Of-The-Year Party 
@ 5:30 PM 

June 18: Osaka Missions Team 
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser @ 
5:00 – 8:00 PM (PVBC)  

June 24 FNF @ 7:00 PM  

 

 

 

 



 

(Cont’d from page 1) 
mission to save us.  It is our hope that 
all of our programming would, in one 
way or another, serve this single aim.  
Whether it’s our Friday night messages, 
special times like Winter Retreat, or 
even our monthly fellowship events, 
where we celebrate and experience 
one of the by-products of the 
Gospel—authentic Christian 
community—our hope is that all of our 
efforts would funnel into one stream:  your awe of the Son of God. 
 The school year will be over in a matter of days (crazy!), and as a Christian community, 
we will celebrate this milestone together with our End-Of-The-Year Party on June 17 at the 
Akiyamas’ house!  Come ready to swim and ready to eat good food.  We will also be 
recognizing our 5th, 8th, and 12th grade graduates at this time, as they get ready to move on 
to new schools.  The cost will be free for grads and a $5 donation for everyone else.  Lastly, for 
those of you who are interested in serving on our Servant Leadership Team (SLT) for next year, 
applications for the 2016-2017 school year are due on June 12.  Ask Ben about the 
requirements and for an application!   
 As we head into summer together, let’s keep our eyes and our focus on Christ! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

June 18 @ 5:00-8:00 PM: Osaka 
Missions Team Spaghetti 
Dinner Fundraiser (PVBC):  
Come support our Osaka 
Missions Team at church on a 
Saturday night!  Tickets can be 
purchased from any Osaka 
Missions Team member and 
are $10 each.  All proceeds go 
to the mission trip.  There will 
be a short presentation during 
the dinner time. 

Interested in Serving with SLT 
next year? Applications for this 
coming school year are due 
June 12.   SLT is a great 
opportunity to grow in your 
own faith, while serving others! 

Interested in serving at Sunday 
School in our Children’s 
Ministry?  Contact Mrs. 
Akiyama for the best way to 
get connected with our 
children’s ministry! 

June 17: End-Of-The-Year Party 
@ 5:30-9:30 PM: Come 
celebrate the end of the school 
year with us, with swimming (so 
bring your swimsuits!), dinner, 
music, and fellowship!  5th, 8th, 
and 12th grade grads will be 
recognized.  The cost will be 
free for grads and $5 for 
everyone else.  Parents are 
invited as well. 

June 2016 
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 Like impatient newborns, we don’t see the 
value of having to wait for what we need, whether 
it’s waiting for an answer to prayer, waiting for 
direction from God concerning a big life decision, 
or anything else that God may have us wait for.  
We fuss—at least I do—during what feel like times 
of spiritual dryness, but we do not understand that 
God has something greater in mind than our 
immediate fulfillment, even if he could fulfill our 
longings—and quickly!  

 In fact, in Deuteronomy 8:2-3, when Moses 
reminds Israel of God’s dealings with them in the 
wilderness, he says this: “And you shall remember 
the whole way that the Lord your God has led you 
these forty years in the wilderness, that he might 
humble you, testing you to know what was in your 
heart, whether you would keep his 
commandments or not, and he humbled you and 
let you hunger, and fed you with manna…that he 
might make you know that man does not live by 
bread alone, but man lives by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.” 

 God’s people were always fed.  But not 
always on their schedule—no, he really “let them 
hunger” sometimes.  He did it to humble them, to 
test them, and to teach them a lesson:  they should 
depend on him, more than on earthly food.   

 How did Israel do on their “test”?  Were they 
humbled?  Did they learn?  They did not.  They 
decisively failed their test.  And they failed 
because, in their testing, they did not trust their 
heavenly father’s love for them and intentions 
toward them.  Likewise, Piper is still so young that 
he does not yet know that when his daddy tilts the 
bottle down, he intends to bring it back up again.  
For Christians, however, we have a sure pledge 
and reminder of God’s good will for us:  he gave 
up his son for us.  Because of this, we can trust that 
God’s heart for his children is for their good—even 
during our seasons “pace-feeding”. 
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 May was a big month in the Friedman 
household, because on May 15, we welcomed our 
first child, Piper Benjamin Friedman, into the world!  
The first 24 hours of his life at the hospital in Harbor 
City were a complete whirlwind, and we were 
bombarded with doctors and nurses always coming 
and leaving our room—checking, measuring, 
instructing, encouraging.   

 In all, we felt incredibly grateful for all of the 
training we’d received beforehand, from discerning 
the signs of labor and what to expect during the 
delivery process, to recovery, to filling out his birth 
certificate.  One thing we were not expecting, 
however, was the difficulty Piper had with feeding. 

 Following our doctor’s instructions, we fed 
him with a bottle for the first few days, but using a 
special method called “pace-feeding”, which helps 
babies make the transition to breastfeeding with 
minimal disturbance.  There are two components of 
pace feeding:  First, you hold the bottle level (versus 
dumping the milk into his mouth), to let the baby 
work for the milk.  Second, every 20 sucks, you tilt the 
bottle downwards so that the baby is only sucking 
air and getting no milk at all.  This trains them to 
expect that during breastfeeding, they will not 
receive milk with every suck.   

 Pace-feeding was pretty frustrating at first, 
both for Piper and for his impatient daddy.  It was 
frustrating for daddy because he wanted to go 
back to bed, and it was taking too long!  Piper 
likewise would squirm because, for all he knew, 
each time we tilted the bottle downwards meant 
imminent starvation.  I think pace-feeding can 
teach us something about the way our father in 
heaven provides for his own children. 

“Pace Feeding”  
With God 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in June (Luke 18:1-8) 

This June, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to plant great spiritual hunger in all of our youth and their friends. 
2) For God to select and raise up our 2016-2017 Servant Leadership Team. 
3) For God to bring three new youth to FNF this month. 


