
 

 
 

 

Worship Him completely  
Walk with Him consistently  
Witness for Him compassionately  

March 2015 

Advance and Retreat 
 It was a packed February for PVBC youth!  On Friday, 

February 6th we hosted Chinese Community Church of South 

Bay (CCCSB), our Winter Retreat partners, for “Sundaes on 

Friday”, where we held a time of games, fellowship, worship, a 

devotional message, then (as the name suggests) an ice-

cream bar afterwards.  It was a great way to loosen up and 

get to know another youth fellowship prior to the Retreat. 

 Then, from Friday, February 13 - Monday, February 
16, we traveled up to Oak Glen Christian Conference Center in 

Yucaipa, CA for our 2015 Winter Retreat with CCCSB.  This 

year’s theme was “The Wonder of The Word”, as we heard 

four great messages from our speaker, Francis Chow, and 

were led in worship by Peter Fuqua.  We got to experience 

both diversions from the normal Winter Retreat 

expectations—partnering with another church, a new Retreat 

 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

March 6: “Bonfire On The 
Beach”, Dockweiler State 
Beach.   5:30 PM – 9:30 PM 
March 13: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
March 20: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
March 27 : FNF @ 7:00 PM 

 

 

PVBC Youth Ministry 

       Have any questions, suggestions, or prayer requests? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact one of 
our awesome Youth Leaders! 



 

(Cont’d from page 1) 
location, and, of course, 75 degree weather 
in February (though maybe that’s not 
new)—and also similarities—lots of “mafia” 
games, great discussion groups, and, of 
course, decreasing amounts of sleep every 
night! 
 
It was good to get away and “retreat” from 
the normal cycle of classes, sports, extra-
curriculars, FNF, and weekends, and set 
aside the time for God and for each other.   
 
Yet, February was also a month of 
“advancing” as well as retreating.  Our 
youth worship team continued to develop, 
our youth advisors have continued to grow, 
several new youth visited FNF the Friday 
after retreat (2/20), we tried a new FNF 
format with a more missional strategy, and our normal discipleship programs carried on.  So, for all 
of the “retreating,” there was an encouraging display of “advancement” as well. 
 
The first Friday in March will be our “Bonfire on the Beach” event at Dockweiler Beach, and we are 
praying that through it, through the FNF’s that follow, and most importantly, through all of our day-
to-day lives in between, the Gospel will advance as well, and God will be glorified in it. 
 

Upcoming Events 

March 2015 

March 13, 20, & 27 
2015 Series: “The Greatest 
Story Ever Told” 

At FNF, we will be continuing our 
new message series, which is a 
grand overview of the story of 
the entire Bible.  This is a great 
opportunity to see “how it all fits 
together”, and to watch the plan 
of God unfold from Genesis to 
Revelation.  

Around the corner: April 12: 
Sunday Small Groups Re-
Start:  The Sunday after Easter 
Sunday, we will be starting up our 
four Sunday small groups (MS 
guys, girls, HS guys, girls) from 
10:30-11:00 AM on Sundays.  This 
is a great way to go deeper in the 
faith and form bonds of 
friendship in the process.  Small 
groups are the “lifeblood” of the 
church. 

March 6th: “Bonfire On The 
Beach” – Dockweiler State 
Beach. Come and bring friends 
for fellowship, fun, dinner, 
S’mores, glow-in-the-dark 
games, and music on the 
beach!  Some of our Young 
Adults will be helping lead.  We 
will leave from PVBC at 5:30 
PM to carpool over to 
Dockweiler, or you can meet 
us there.  We will end around 
9:30 PM.  See you there! 
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 When Stephanie and I were still living in 
Northern California, and were attending the 
Mill Valley campus of Golden Gate Baptist 
Seminary, I remember something incredibly 
interesting from one sermon we heard at 
chapel.   

 The speaker, Dennis Pethers, was a 
traveling evangelist, and I believe a pastor as 
well, from England, and his topic was 
“Unchurched people” (I can still hear it in his 
British accent—“uncheched paypull”).  I 
remember him saying, “’Unchurched people?’ 
There’s no such thing.  Calling a person 
‘unchurched’ is a bit like calling me un-
bingoed…because I don’t play bingo every 
Saturday night.”  His point was that the 
category and the label “unchurched” were 
really irrelevant, because those who are not 
actively involved in a church do not define 
themselves (as we define them) by their lack 
of involvement in a local church.  They are not 
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un-anything.  They simply are who they are, 
living life.   

 Our church has been taking on a 
focus of trying to be more “missional”, 
which is really just a fancy word for having 
an orientation to meeting people right 
where they are, in their own, natural, social 
contexts, and bringing the hope of the 
Gospel to them there.   

 We are praying that this missional 
focus will take root in our youth ministry as 
well, and are starting to try to make 
conscious efforts to live this way.  Still, it’s 
hard and it’s messy—like it’s supposed to 
be—and we are all works-in-progress here.  
What do you think?  How can we explode 
the paradigm of “churched” vs. 
“unchurched,” “in here” vs. “out there”, 
and “us” vs. “them”.  How do we be the 
outsiders we actually are, faith-filled, 
mobile, and flexible, ready to bring to a 
thirsty world “a reason for the hope that is 
in us?”  Is this something that interests 
you?  Mission and ministry are community 
affairs, and we’d love to hear what you 
think. 

 

“Un-bingoed People?” 
 

March 2015 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in March (Luke 18:1-8) 
This March, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to bring three new youth to FNF. 
2) For God’s favor upon our “Bonfire On The Beach” event on March 6th. 
3) For God to develop student leaders from among us. 


