
 

  

 

Worship Him completely  
Walk with Him consistently  
Witness for Him compassionately  

May 2015 

Continuing the Story in April… 
e and Retreat
 This past April, we transitioned out of “Spring Break 

mode”, and back into our regular schedule, with a fellowship 

and game night, along with a devotional on Good Friday, April 
3rd.  Then, the week after our Easter Service, we re-started our 

Sunday Small Groups, which have been running every Sunday, 

from 10:30 – 11:00 A.M.  It has been awesome to have this 

means of deeper and more intentional fellowship, 

discipleship, and accountability, and though we’ve only just 

started, it has enormous potential for growth in the future.  

Much thanks and recognition goes out to our Youth Advisors, 

who have taken on leading these groups in addition to their 

FNF groups, and have navigated their start-up with much 

prayer, much love, and much wisdom. 

 After our next two FNF’s, we were able to attend the 

Planet Wisdom Conference at Calvary Church in Santa Ana, 

Orange County over the weekend of April 24-25.  The theme 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

 May 1: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
May 8: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
May 10: Mother’s Day Service 
@ 9:00 A.M. 
May 15: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
(Extended Fellowship Time) 
May 22: Amazing Race PV! @ 
5:45 PM, PVBC 
May 29: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
June 13th: Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast (all guys invited!) 

 

 

PVBC Youth Ministry 

       Have any questions, suggestions, or prayer requests? 
Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact one of 
our awesome Youth Leaders! 



 

(Cont’d from page 1) 
for this year was “Your Story So Far”, which focused on how 
our small, personal stories (and our friends’ stories) fit with 
God’s great story in history.  Actually, it must have been 
divine providence, because our FNF theme for the year is 
“The Greatest Story Ever Told”. 
  
 In our “Greatest Story Ever Told” series, we are 
seeking to uncover the grand, overarching story of the Bible, 
with the goal of discovering how all of it points to Christ.  He 
is the greatest, most relevant, and most electrifying figure in 
all of human (and pre-human!) history (and pre-history!), and 
our lives will only find meaning when we are seeking to 
experience him inwardly and display him outwardly.   
 
 This is what we will keep seeking to do in the days 
and months to come.  We have a lot of exciting things 
coming up just around the corner (see schedule below) and 
are eager to see God work in both our regular gatherings and 
in some of our special events!   
  
 Mark your calendars: In just a few weeks, we will have our Amazing Race PV event.  If you’ve 
watched the TV Show, “The Amazing Race”, you’ll have an idea of what’s in store, and if you haven’t, 
come, be surprised, and have fun!  This is a great event to bring friends to, and will be a fun bonding 
activity, too, as we will “race” (within the speed limit) around the hill, completing crazy tasks and 
making lifelong memories in the process!  We are looking forward to seeing you there! 

Upcoming Events 

May 2015 

May 1, 8, 15 & 29 
2015 FNF Series: “The 
Greatest Story Ever Told” 

At FNF, we will be continuing 
our new message series, 
which is a grand overview of 
the story of the entire Bible.  
This is a great opportunity to 
see “how it all fits together”, 
and to watch the plan of God 
unfold from Genesis to 
Revelation.  

Don’t Miss It! “Amazing 
Race PV” on May 22: This is 
shaping up to be an awesome 
event!  Come, and bring friends 
for a great, two-hour race around 
the hill (drivers are secret!), as 
you complete various tasks and 
are stretched to your limit.  It will 
be a great way to introduce new 
people to the ministry and to 
make long-lasting memories.  
Start time: 5:45 PM.  Free dinner 
afterwards! 

May 10th: Mother’s Day Service 
Join us on Sunday, May 10th at 9:00 
A.M for a service to honor the 
mothers of our congregation.  

Coming Up: Grad Night: Mid-
June…Date TBA (most likely 6/19).  
We will have our exact Grad Night 
date within the next two weeks, 
and we will let you know so you 
can mark your calendars.  Pray for 
our seniors as they finish up!  
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 I am weak on thanksgiving.  Being a 
decidedly forward-focused person, I often (and I 
am ashamed to admit it) forget to see the value in 
thanksgiving.  For example, if I experience an 
answered prayer from God, it usually takes me no 
less than ten minutes to start formulating another 
prayer to God, based off of the new opportunities 
God’s answer created.  

 So, if I pray for new students to come to 
FNF and God answers, for example, I will skip right 
to praying for God’s blessing on some event we can 
now plan, since we now have more people to 
participate.   

 Or, instead, I will think of thanksgiving in 
prayer as the obligatory “intro” time before getting 
down and dirty and asking God for things.  I will 
dispassionately and half-consciously thank God for 
the sunshine or my family, before really “getting 
down to it” and engaging with God in petition.   

 I wonder what my life and all of our lives 
would look like, however, if we were to practice 
giving thanks to God for even the smallest details 
of our days. 
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 Giving thanks to God is like re-writing 
history.  We are currently giving credit for so 
many of the blessings in our lives to things (or 
persons) other than God.  Some things we 
attribute to our own hard work, some we 
attribute to other well-meaning people, and 
some even to luck!  When we give thanks to God, 
however, it is as if we are going back in time, in 
our mental journals, erasing certain things, and 
penciling in “God did that”. 

 James 1:17 says, “Every good and perfect 
gift is from above.”  Sometimes, it helps me to 
put it the other way around: “There is not one 
good gift that is not from above.”  Or, Paul, in 
Acts 17:25 says, “God himself gives everyone 
life and breath and everything else.” 

 In that “everything else” category, I am 
thankful for, among many other things: 

o Knowledge of Jesus Christ 

o A loving church family at PVBC 

o A great wife, family, and extended family 

o A roof over my head 

o Youth who love Jesus 

o The ability to attend seminary 

o A healthy, working body and mind 

o The ability to read and write 

o Living in Southern California 

What about you?  Where can you take credit 
back and give it to God? 

 

“Thanksgiving is  
Re-Writing History” 

 

May 2015 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in May (Luke 18:1-8) 
This May, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to bring three new youth to FNF. 
2) For God’s favor upon our Amazing Race PV event, on Friday, May 22nd. 
3) For God to help us develop intergenerational relationships. 


