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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

MAY 2016 NEWSLETTER 

Counting the 
Cost in April… 

// This past month, 
we began our new 
FNF series, “Counting 
the Cost”.  We looked 
at what it means to 
count the cost of following Jesus, how to count the cost, 
and both the trials and (this coming week) the rewards 
of following Christ.  To count the cost, we said, is “to think 
deeply about both the trials and the rewards of 
following Jesus, beforehand.”   

    In the middle of the month, we also attended the 
Planet Wisdom youth conference, from April 22-23 in 
Santa Ana.  The theme for this past year’s conference 
was “Quest:  Discovering Myself In The Light of Christ”.  It 
was a great chance to get away for an extended time 
of worship and teaching over a Friday night to Saturday 
afternoon, and the teaching spoke right to the pressing 
issues of teenage life:  outward appearances versus 

Upcoming Events 

May 6: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

May 8: Mother’s Day, Church 
@ 9:00 A.M. 

May 13: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

May 20:  Karaoke & Boba 
Fellowship Night @ 7:00 PM! 

May 27:  FNF @ 7:00 PM 

June 3:  FNF @ 7:00 PM 

 

 

 



 

(Cont’d from page 1) 
inward beauty, freedom from a performance mindset, 
freedom from blame shifting, and freedom from guilt and 
shame.  We stayed at a hotel in between, making it a fun 
weekend getaway as well! 
 This next month, we will continue with Friday night 
fellowship, and a fellowship event.  On Friday, May 20, we 
will have a “Karaoke and Boba” night at FNF, so come and 
be prepared to sing with abandon!   
 As the school year winds down, now is also the time to 
be thinking about how God may be calling you to serve in 
the youth ministry or other church ministries for next year.  
Servant Leadership Team (SLT) applications for the 2016-2017 
school year will come out this Friday, and will be out for one 
month.  Two additional ways of serving are through serving 
on worship team or in our children’s ministries.  If you are 
interested in serving on our worship team (including the 
“behind the scenes” work of running the sound board or 
making PowerPoint slides, for example), you can contact Bryant to see how this might look.  If 
you are interested in serving in our growing children’s ministry, contact Mrs. Akiyama!  
Opportunities abound! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 20 @ 7:00 PM: Karaoke & 
Boba Fellowship Night!  Do you 
like singing Karaoke…or 
listening to others sing?  Do 
you like boba?  If the answer 
to either of these is yes, then 
perfect! We invite you to 
come, and bring friends for our 
May fellowship event!  We will 
have Karaoke, games, 
homemade boba, and a short 
testimony/devotional from 
one of our youth! 

Interested in Serving with SLT 
next year? Applications come 
out this Friday, May 6, and will 
be open until June 12.   SLT is a 
great opportunity to grow in 
your own faith, while serving 
others! 

Interested in serving at Sunday 
School in our Children’s 
Ministry?  Contact Mrs. 
Akiyama for the best way to 
get connected with our 
children’s ministry! 

May 6, 13, 27: FNF @ 7:00 PM: 
“Counting the Cost” Series: FNF 
will continue in May, and we will 
finish up our “Counting the 
Cost” series, based out of Luke 
14:25-35.  “Counting the Cost” 
means “thinking deeply about 
both the trials and the joys of 
following Jesus…beforehand.”  
Come, and learn how we can 
do this and why it matters.  
We’ll see you there! 
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don’t sound like anything we would call blessings.  
Here’s how his list starts out: 

“Blessed are you who are poor…” 

“Blessed are you who are hungry now…” 

“Blessed are you who weep now…” 

“Blessed are you when people hate you and 
when they exclude you…” (Luke 6:20-23).  Poor, 
hungry, sad, hated, and excluded?  Who would 
ever consider such people blessed?!   

 God has been re-teaching me this month 
that he gives joy in a different way than we pursue 
it.  True joy, both in this life and the next, comes 
from being in love with, dependent on, and in awe 
of God alone.  A blessing, then, is anything that 
helps us to experience these three things.  Jesus 
continues: 

“Woe to you who are rich…” 

“Woe to you who are full now…” 

“Woe to you who laugh now…” 

“Woe to you when all people speak well of you…” 

Phew!  No wonder Jesus says, “Blessed is he who is 
not offended by me” (Matt. 11:6) because I am 
offended!  Isn’t this what we want—to be rich, full, 
merry, and well spoken-of—in short, to have the 
very things that Jesus pronounces woes upon?  
Jesus’ teachings on the above things are far more 
nuanced, but I think that he’s intentionally short 
here. 

It is Jesus’ love for us that gives us blessings that 
don’t look like blessings—painful experiences that 
cause us to be more in love with, dependent on, 
and in awe of God alone.  Jesus is our Lord who 
turns flips everything around.  May we re-count our 
blessings in the light of Jesus’ teaching, and in the 
light of his strange way of turning everything 
upside down. 
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 If you have an Instagram, how many times 
per week do you see a photo tagged with the 
hashtag #blessed? If you don’t know what I’m 
talking about, forget the whole “hashtag” thing, and 
ask yourself this:  how many times a week do you or 
your friends use the word “blessed”, and how? 

 We usually use the word in a few different 
ways, mostly centered around some earthly privilege 
we or someone else feels thankful to experience or 
enjoy. For example, we may say we are “blessed” to 
have been able to go on our most recent vacation, 
or we may post a picture of us with our special 
someone, with the caption “#blessed.”  We may use 
it to describe a talent in someone else:  “She is 
blessed with a great singing voice.”  We describe 
ourselves as being blessed with a loving family and a 
good education: “I am lucky to have gone to a 
four-year college, but I know that others were not 
blessed with the same opportunities.” 

 The concept of “counting our blessings” is 
incredibly interesting, as well, and it usually happens 
when something bad either happens to us or 
someone we know.  A friend gets a terminal 
diagnosis and we “count our blessings” by thanking 
God for our own health.  Or, we ourselves go 
through a hardship—getting rejected from an 
opportunity we applied for, for example—and we 
then resort to counting our own blessings, tallying all 
the things we are lucky to still have, despite the 
hardship.  And none of this is bad, in and of itself!   

 Recently, however, this thought has gripped 
my mind:  What if Jesus looks at blessing entirely 
differently than us?  In Luke 6, Jesus pronounces a 
series of #blessings and woes, and surprisingly, they 

“Counting Our 
 #Blessings?” 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in May (Luke 18:1-8) 

This May, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to plant great spiritual hunger in all of our youth and their friends. 
2) For God to select and raise up our 2016-2017 Servant Leadership Team. 
3) For God to bring three new youth to FNF this month. 


