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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

NOVEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER 
In The Heart of 
the Fall… 

// Now that it’s 
October, we are 
deep into the heart 
of the Fall Semester.  
This is the time of 
year when all of the 
newness of the new 
school year has 
worn off and the 
homework loads are growing.  

  It is also, however, a perfect time to draw closer to 
Christ, and it is our hope that in the midst of our busyness, 
we will put Christ first in our time and schedule.  This past 
month, we continued going through our series on the 
Gospel of Mark, and we saw Jesus announce his central 
message: “the time has come, the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe the good news.”  We also saw 
Jesus’ authority, which, unlike worldly authority, is used to 
set us free and to heal us and to help us, rather than to 
oppress us. 

Upcoming Events 

November 4: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

November 11: Broomball at 
Skating Edge @ 4:15 PM 

November 18: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

November 19: Medical 
Missions Adventure at Beacon 
Light Mission @ 8:00 A.M. 

November 20: Baptism Service 
@ 9:00 AM 

November 25: NO FNF 
(Thanksgiving Break) 

 



 

As we journeyed through the middle of the Fall semester together, we 

also had a Bowling Night at PV Bowl on Friday, October 14.  Our 

bowling night, followed by a late dinner and shakes at In-N-Out, was 

a chance to relax, enjoy each other’s company, and not to worry 

about our bowling score…well…maybe…for some of us!  The 

Christian life is not meant to be lived alone, and we always want our 

youth ministry to be a place of both organic and intentional 

fellowship for all involved.  Make sure to mark your calendars, as well, 

for our next fellowship event, which will be our Broomball event at The 
Skating Edge on Friday, November 11. 
 This coming month, we will have a chance to celebrate those 

who have decided to take 

a new step in their faith 

through baptism, with our 

Baptism Service on Sunday, 

November 20.  Even if you 

are already baptized, or are not yet ready to step 

forward in baptism this time around, we encourage you 

to both attend and bring friends anyway, to celebrate 

your friends who are being baptized.  “If one member 

rejoices, all rejoice together!” (1 Corinthians 12:26) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday FNF Series: The Gospel of 
Mark: At FNF this Fall, we are 
going through the Gospel of 
Mark.  Come, grow, and be 
built up by God’s word! 

Sunday, November 20: Baptism 
Service @ 9:00 AM: Baptism is a 
special time, not only for the 
person being baptized, but for 
our whole church family, 
because we all celebrate each 
other’s “next steps” in their faith.  
Come support our baptism 
candidates Sunday, 11/20. 

Saturday, November 19 @ 8:00 
AM: Medical Missions 
Adventure:  Jesus had a heart 
for the poor, and as his 
followers, we do, too.  We are 
looking for youth and adults 
alike to service at a Medical 
Missions clinic at Beacon Light 
Rescue Mission in Wilmington on 
the morning of 11/19.  You do 
not need any medical 
experience, and can serve with 
checking people and other 
“behind the scenes” tasks.     

Friday, November 11 @ 4:15 PM: 
Broomball @ Skating Edge:  
Come during this Veteran’s Day 
off of school, and whether you’re 
competitive or not, you will love 
broomball!  Drop off will be 
directly at The Skating Edge at 
4:15 PM, and pickup will be 
afterwards, at 6:15 PM.  Bring $15 
for broomball, and make sure to 
invite your friends! 
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 One older British pastor, Andrew Fuller, has 
what I think is an awesome illustration of this 
encouragement.  In writing a letter to a man in a 
local congregation who is doubting the reality of 
his own faith, he says this:  “I would (advise) the 
same with any religious person who should be in 
a state of doubt and darkness about the reality of 
his religion.”  And what is his advice?  “If there is 
true religion in us,” he continues, “it is much more 
likely to be discovered and drawn forth…by a 
display of the glory and grace of Christ, than by 
searching for it in the rubbish of our past feelings.” 

 Then, he gives this completely awesome 
illustration: “To discover the small grains of steel 
mixed among a quantity of dust, it is much better 
to make use of a magnet than a microscope.”  
What an image!  We’ve probably all played with 
some kind of magnet when we were kids.  I 
remember being mesmerized at how I could put 
a magnet underneath a wooden table and have 
it move a quarter on the top of the table, or how I 
could run a magnet through a pile of thin nails 
and watch them immediately cling to it. 

 Christ is like the magnet for our souls.  If 
there are even slivers of faith in our soul—“small 
grains of steel”—they will be brought to the 
surface when we come into contact with the 
powerful magnet that is Jesus Christ.  Instead of 
turning inwards (using the “microscope”), and 
analyzing all of our past experiences (“Did I really 
believe Jesus in my sophomore year, or was that 
just my friends’ influence?  Was I really producing 
spiritual fruit, or was it all one big cover for my 
pride?”)—instead of turning inwards, look 
outwards at Christ—read about him in a Gospel, 
listen to a song or a sermon—somehow, some 
way get yourself in front of him.  Then, let him 
draw forth your love freshly! 
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 Have you ever doubted whether you were 
a Christian?  Many of us go through times of 
doubting whether or not we are truly believers, 
and these seasons, however short or long they 
may be, can be scary.   

 The Bible tells us that becoming a Christian 
has nothing to do with being “good enough” for 
God—quite the opposite, actually.  It is only when 
we relinquish any trust in our own merit, come 
humbly before God, ask him to forgive our past 
sins against him, and lean wholly on Jesus’ 
forgiveness that we will become Christians: “It is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith.  And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not 
by works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 
2:8-9).  Nevertheless, how do we know we really 
believe? 

 In a time of busyness that has left us feeling 
spiritually dry, or in a slump where our love for God 
feels colder than we know it once was, it is not 
uncommon—though I wish it wasn’t so—to begin 
to wonder: “Have I ever really loved and believed 
in God in the first place?”  In this situation, it is 
neither wise nor helpful to run to either extreme:  
we should neither mute all of these doubtings and 
assure ourselves this is merely the condemning 
voice of Satan that needs to be drowned out, nor 
should we throw up our hands in despair and 
assume the worst!  Instead, here is my simple, two 
word bit of advice:  look outwards.   

Magnet or  
Microscope? 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in November (Luke 18:1-8) 

This November, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to be glorified at our Baptism Service on Sunday, November 20. 
2) For God to give our youth a hunger to prioritize him during this school year. 
3) For God to bring three more new youth to FNF this month. 


