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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

OCTOBER 2016 NEWSLETTER 
Starting The 
Year Off Right 

// September is a 
month where just 
about everything 
tries to claim our 
allegiance at the 
same time!  
Between growing 
homework loads, 
sports practices 
resuming, and clubs starting back up afresh, it can take 
real work not to forget about our relationship with God.  
 The goal, of course, is not simply to “not forget 
about” our relationship with God, amidst the busy seasons, 
but to put him first, and to thrive in that relationship.  As a 
youth ministry, we want to help you thrive in your individual 
relationship with God, and this past September we had 
many ways of supporting you in that.  Over Labor Day 
Weekend, from September 3-5, we held our Family Retreat 
at Camp Tahquitz Pines in Idyllwild, CA.  Our speaker, 
Daniel Saechang from Sila Church, spoke on Missional 

Upcoming Events 

October 7: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

October 14: Bowling Night @ 
PV Bowl, 7:00-9:00 PM 

October 16: Baptism Class, 
after church @ 11:00 AM-12:30 
PM (PVBC, Room 5/6) 

October 16: Men’s Fellowship 
Cooking Event @ 2:00 PM, 
Offsite (Ask for Info!)  

October 21: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

October 28: FNF @ 7:00 PM  

 



 

Living, and gave four messages from the Bible.  We were 

also thankful to have Evan, our worship leader, join us 

from Cerritos Baptist Church.  If you weren’t able to 

attend Family Retreat this past year, we highly encourage 

you to mark out that time in advance (Labor Day 

Weekend) on your schedule for next year.  Family Retreat 

offers the perfect balance of Biblical teaching, fellowship, 

worship, and rest—all in a beautiful setting. 

 Upon returning, we officially started off our 2016-

2017 youth ministry year with our Kick-Off BBQ on Friday, 
September 9.  Many thanks go out to all who provided 

food, prepared the kitchen, grilled, or helped with set up 

and clean up.  Afterwards, and for these first few weeks, we 

began our new FNF series on The Gospel of Mark, where we 

have consistently seen Jesus proclaiming his central 

message:  the Kingdom of God has come.  The Kingdom of 

God, we said, was “God’s authority in the world, and in our 

lives…for our good.” 

 This month, we will continue our series on Mark, with a 

fellowship event (Bowling Night) on Friday, October 14, at 

PV Bowl!  You are encouraged to invite your friends! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday FNF Series: The Gospel of 
Mark: At FNF this year, we are 
going through the Gospel of 
Mark for our messages, section 
by section.  Mark is an inspiring 
book of the Bible that 
demonstrates Jesus, both as the 
Lord over all creation, and as 
the suffering servant who came 
to take away the sins of the 
world.  Come, grow, and be 
built up by God’s word! 

Baptism Class:  Are you a 
Christian who has not yet been 
baptized?  We will have a 
Baptism service on Sunday, 
November 20.  If you think you 
are ready to be baptized, then 
attend our baptism class on 
Sunday, October 16 @ 11:00 AM 
after church.  You can also 
come check out the class, even 
if you are simply wondering 
what baptism is all about. 

 

Friday, October 14 @ 7:00 PM-
9:00 PM: Bowling Night @ PV Bowl:  
Do you like bowling—especially 
at the end of a week of school?  
Next Friday, we will have a 
fellowship event, and go bowling 
together at PV Bowl!  Bring $15.  
Snacks will be provided.  This is 
also a great event to invite 
friends to, and connect with 
them with our youth ministry! 
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 “The time has come,” Jesus said, “The 
 kingdom of God has come near. Repent 
 and believe the good news!” 

Jesus’ message was about the kingdom of God.  
At FNF, we said that the kingdom of God was, 
“God’s authority in the world, and in our life, for 
our good.” Jesus’ message, then, was basically: 
“There’s a new king in town.”  God is the rightful 
king, not only of the universe he created, but of 
all of its subjects—including you and me—who 
have cast off his authority.   

 Truly, we don’t have authority over our 
lives:  we don’t get to choose which classes we 
take, which jobs we take, how we spend our 
time, how he take care of our body, who are 
friends are, or how we spend our money.  Our 
rebellion lies in the fact that we act as though we 
do, and God, as punishment, allows us to walk in 
our own ways, like little children playing dress-up 
king or queen, and allows us to reap the fruit. 

 If we feel allergic to this talk about 
“authority”, it’s because we have no examples, in 
our daily experience, of authority being exercised 
perfectly.  Indeed, the reverse is true:  we are all-
to-experienced with abuses of authority.  When 
God exercises his authority, however, through his 
son Jesus, it is always for our good—for our joy, 
our peace, our healing, and our fullness of life.  
Jesus’ authority is a life-giving authority.  How 
could it not be?  He is perfectly wise and 
perfectly powerful, and overflowing with love. 

 Jesus calls us back to living under the life-
giving, burden-lifting authority of his father.  Are 
we tired enough yet with doing things our own 
way to turn around and come home?  If so, 
Jesus’ call to “repent and believe, for the 
Kingdom of God is near!” is really good news. 
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 We are going through the Gospel of Mark 
this year at FNF, and I once heard a pastor say 
that Jesus came to “comfort the afflicted and 
afflict the comfortable.” This is such an 
appropriate way of describing the effect of Jesus’ 
life on all he came into contact with, both in his 
day, and for all of us who read the Gospels today. 

 Mark’s Gospel is the most direct of all four 
of the Gospels—he uses the word “immediately”, 
for example, over forty times--and it is the very 
directness of Mark’s telling that is so jarring.  Jesus 
is a “fork in the road” in Mark’s Gospel, forcing us 
to come to a point of decision, whether we will 
call on him for forgiveness and follow him with our 
lives, or turn around and go home. 

 Throughout Mark, we see people reacting 
very differently to Jesus, as they encounter him.  
The leper implores Jesus for cleansing, but the 
scribes harden their hearts.  The Syrophoenician 
woman falls at Jesus’ feet, but Jesus’ own family is 
offended with him.  The woman with a discharge 
of blood pushes her way through the crowd to 
get to Jesus, but the Pharisees demand another 
sign.  Why such different reactions to Jesus?  What 
is it about Jesus that acts like a super-powered 
magnet to some, drawing them in, and like 
repellant to others, driving them away?    

 We see the same thing today.  Why do 
some give their lives to Jesus, while others don’t 
want to have anything to do with him?  The 
answer has to do with what Jesus proclaims as the 
heart of his message:   

Jesus’ Authority: A 
Magnet or Repellant? 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in October (Luke 18:1-8) 

This October, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God’s unity for our youth ministry. 
2) For God to give our youth a hunger to prioritize him during this school year. 
3) For God to bring three more new youth to FNF this month. 


