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We are so thankful for His provision of lovely places to stay and kind 

hospitality throughout our three months in the US. After a week of 

missionary debrief, time at Miye’s graduation from Wheaton (Thank 

you for your prayers! She was able to walk at graduation and now has 

just one class to finish up), and a brief trip to Canada, we spent 10 weeks 

in Calif and Texas, speaking at a different church every week, and meeting several people a 

day! We are so grateful for all of our wonderful supporters. 

I saw the blind man calling out, guided him to where he wanted to go and helped him calm down. 

He had gotten in a panic after losing his way. This was last fall. We e-mailed each other several 

times, and soon after we returned to Japan, he asked to meet again. Mitsu and I met him, and 

I was impressed with Mitsu’s ability to make Fukuda-san feel at home. For example, “Were you 

bullied in school? I was bullied in jr. high, too.” When I had invited Fukuda-san to a church 

music program, he was not at all interested, but this time, he expressed interest. We are 

praying for our continuing relationship with him, and God’s work in his heart. 

Eight ladies were awakened by this alert as we were at a Moms in 

Prayer retreat in the mountains. The night before, we had prayed, 

"For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods." (Ps. 

95:3), and we remembered who He is as we prayed for Japan. The 

next day, we stood around this bench in a lovely park and prayed 

again. Four ladies are leading their own prayer groups in addition to ours. 

 

Seiji, our HR director (my boss), taught several sessions on 

leadership and coaching. Mitsu gave a message. I joined three 

other prayer warriors to ask for God’s work in each leader’s life, 

for their communication, and for God to continue to raise up 

multiplying disciples in each of the seven cities where they work. 

God is using the new leaders to build on the foundation laid by 

Mitsu’s team to bring about excellent focus and cooperation. 

We are seeing the results in many changed lives. 

Park near friend’s home. 
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”I’m doing great. My boss is pleased.” “There are many problems in her work that I’ve 

asked her to change, but she doesn’t seem to hear.” What’s happening here, in these 

completely opposite views of this woman’s work?! Different ways of communicating correction 

in her culture and her boss’s. This example is from the business world, but is very applicable to 

us in missions! For the past 20 years, we have not addressed cultural differences, even though 

we have staff working together from eight different countries! No wonder we had conflict 

and disunity. I am working on ways to raise our awareness of these issues through blogs and 

discussions. I’ll also help with our training of new staff who come to Japan from other 

countries.  

Please pray! 

                

In August, all five of us were together at home for the 

first time in ages! We finally got a family photo. Miye 

finished 2 classes online this summer and has one more 

online class to go this fall. She is seeking a part-time 

job and God’s direction for her future. Emi is studying 

and practicing really hard to take the entrance exam 

next January to music college in Japan. It’s amazing all 

she needs to know before entering music college! Abe continues teaching English conversation 

at a church in Kobe. It is a very lively and active church (maybe too busy and active?) with 

many young people. 

*** For Karen’s work helping our staff be aware of cross-cultural issues on our teams: for enlightenment, 

humility and honest communication among our staff. 

*** For Mitsu’s work to bring solid biblical resources and messages about life issues such as marriage, sex, 

identity, etc. for our staff to use as they disciple others. 

*** Mitsu and Karen have been asked to help plan our staff conference Dec. 26-29. For wisdom and 

strength to help make it a good time of renewed vision, refreshment and unity for our staff. 

*** For Mitsu’s mom, who lives 6 hours away from us. She has begun to have strange delusions. We need 

guidance for how to help her. Pray that a church family who lives in her neighborhood may build a trust 

relationship with her and help her, especially to know God’s love. 

*** For each of our kids to continue to seek the Lord for His continued direction in their lives.  

 

We are deeply grateful for you!   

Love, 

 Mitsu, Karen, Abe, Miye and Emi
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