
 

  

 

Worship Him completely  
Walk with Him consistently  

Witness for Him compassionately  

September 2014 

Every Day a “Special Occasion” 
 This past August was a month of many “special occasions”, 

so to speak.  Our “Frozen Night” August 8th was a huge success, as 

we had a Frozen movie party (pictured below) with the children while 

the parents enjoyed a night out to eat at several local restaurants.  

August 22nd was our Beach Trip to Torrance beach (pictured above), 

which was also a great success.  Finally, August 30 – September 1 

was our Family Retreat, a great spiritual experience for several 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

Sep. 5:  Parents’ Meeting @ 
6:30 PM, FNF @ 7:00 PM 
Sep. 12: Kick-Off BBQ @ 
5:30, FNF @ 7:00 PM 

Sep. 19: Friday Night Fellowship 
@ 7:00 PM 

Sep 26 : Friday Night Fellowship 
@ 7:00 PM 

TBD: One Service Project 

 

PVBC Youth Ministry 

       Have any questions, suggestions, or prayer requests? 
Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(856)-577-8609, or contact one of 
our awesome Youth Leaders! 



(cont’d) newcomers (including me!) and many Tahquitz 

“veterans.” 

 With all of our fun and unique “special occasions” 

this month, however, there was nothing more special than 

seeing God take root in the day to day lives of many of you.  

Several high schoolers are engaged in discipleship already, 

and many others, in both high school and middle school, 

completed our “1 Corinthians Challenge”—reading through 

1 Corinthians in 16 days.  (Next up, the “Matthew 

challenge!”)  Our Youth Ministry exists to see God glorified 

as he takes root in hearts through the way he has revealed 

himself in his Bible.  In this sense, therefore, much more 

exhilarating than any of our special events, is the day-to-

day life of communion with God that is beginning to take 
place.  Continue what you started, Lord Jesus!   

Advance, Advance, Advance….And Sometimes (Family) Retreat 

Upcoming Events 

August 2014 

God is relentless.  Psalm 121:4 says that God “neither sleeps nor slumbers.”  As his followers, we should be 
relentless, too.  Paul says that he “strains” or “presses on” towards his goal in Philippians 3:12-13.  Nevertheless, 
amongst all our straining and advancing it is both beneficial and even necessary to take time to retreat. 

We had thirteen youth, including many first-timers, attend our Family Retreat this past weekend in Idyllwild.  It 
was a great weekend of spiritual nourishment, community building, fun, and relaxation.  This was the 28th year of 
having Family Retreat at Tahquitz Pines, and there will surely be many great years to come.  Because we did not 
have a separate youth camp this year, God seized the opportunity and turned it into a chance to build 
intergenerational unity in our congregation! 

September 12- Kick-
Off BBQ, 5:30-7:30 
All are invited to our Kick-Off 
BBQ, as we start the Fall 
season off with good food and 
great friends.  Come hang out 
before FNF.  You do not need 
to bring any food, but you can 
bring any lawn games you 
enjoy!  Feel free to invite as 
many friends as you want! 

TBD: Service Project 
We desire to live a lifestyle of 
servanthood at PVBC.  So, 
keep your eyes open for an 
announcement about our first 
service project, which should 
take place on a Saturday in late 
September.  Details coming 
soon! 

September 5: Parents’ 
Meeting, 6:30 PM @ 
PVBC, before FNF. 
Parents, we encourage you to 
attend our Parents’ Meeting to 
learn about Ben, his wife, 
Stephanie, and the plans and 
goals for the Youth Ministry 
this Fall.  There will also be a Q 
& A time.  The meeting should 
last about 45 minutes. 
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“God in his Holy dwelling is a father to the fatherless 
and a champion of widows.” – Psalm 68:5 

I love this verse because it includes two aspects of God 

– his transcendence and his immanence – side by 

side.  God is totally set apart from his creation.  In this 

history of lines drawn, the line drawn between creator 

and creation is strongest, starkest, and most 

abiding.  God is in his holy dwelling.  He dwells in 

“unapproachable light” (1 Timothy 6:16).  Everything 

that ever was, is, and will be made will one day, if not 

already, bow before the absolute other-worldliness of a 

Holy God.  As Jesus said, on the eve of his crucifixion: 

2

“My kingdom is not of this world.” (John 

18:36).  When Jesus assured us that we would 

see the him, at his return, “coming on the 

clouds of heaven“, what did he mean, other than 

that he would drag with him wisps of his 

habitation, like cobwebs on a cloak. 

   Yet the truly amazing (and surprising) thing is 

that this same God is a father to orphans and a 

champion of widows.  God dwells in high 

heaven and is infinitely involved in the everyday 

affairs of men.  His boundless energy and utter 

refusal to submit to the laws of nature (because, 

after all, who submits to what he himself made?) 

is what renders him capable of living at 30,000 

feet and at sea-level simultaneously.  He is ruling 

angels and helping AP Chemistry students, 

causing the sun to rise and comforting refugees in 

Jordan. Our God is a “both-and” God. 
 

“A ‘Both-And’ God” 
 

August 2014 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in September (Luke 18:1-8) 

This September, please join us in prayer for: 

1) For the Bible to become exciting to us and for the things of the world to become 
boring. 

2) For September to be a month where we develop consistent devotional habits. 
3) For two new people to attend FNF and meet God, as a result of our Kick-Off BBQ on 

September 12th. 


