
 

  

 

Worship Him completely 
Walk with Him consistently  
Witness for Him compassionately  

September 2015 

In a time of favor… 
 
 “In a time of favor I have answered you; in a day of 

salvation I have helped you” the Lord said to his servant, in 

Isaiah 49:8.  Though it may not seem like God hears our 

prayers, he does.  Sometimes, he is simply waiting for “a time 

of favor”—and his timing is not like our own—to pour out his 

blessing upon a ministry.   

 I believe that this past month has been “a time of favor” 

for our youth ministry.  We came together to hear God’s word 

three times in August, and saw great growth in both our small 

group times and our Sunday Small Groups as well.  Youth who 

had not completed our Gospel of Luke challenge by the end of 

last month completed it this month.  In addition, our past two 

Friday Night Fellowship times (August 21 and 28) we saw our 

two highest times of attendance—in the summer, no less—for 

all of 2015, with new families joining and new youth who had 

been invited as friends of other youth in the past 3-4 months 

 

 

Upcoming Schedule 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

[date] 

 September 4-7:  Family 
Retreat in Idyllwild, CA! 
September 11: Kick-Off BBQ 
@ 5:30 PM & FNF @ 7:15 PM  
September 18: FNF @ 7:00 PM, 
Servant Leadership Teams Begin 
@ 6:00 PM 
September 19: SLT Mini-Retreat 
September 25: FNF @ 7:00 PM 
(Extended Fellowship Time) 
September 26: Men’s Ministry 
Breakfast @ 9:00 A.M. (Youth invited!) 

 

PVBC Youth Ministry 

       Have any questions, suggestions, or prayer requests? 
Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact one of 
our awesome Youth Leaders! 



 

(Cont’d from page 1) 
come back and begin to come more 
consistently, as well as many who had been 
away for the summer.  Several new youth have 
also started personal devotional times, too, 
across ages, genders, both Old Testament and 
New Testament.  If this is you, we congratulate 
you and encourage you will all of our strength to 
keep going! 
 Our 2nd Annual End-of-Summer Beach 
Trip on August 28 was a great success as well 
(photo to the right), with some of our college 
students coming out to help.  In addition, we 
have many youth attending Family Retreat this 
weekend, in Idyllwild.   
 As this new school year begins, then, we 
are excited about the favor we have seen God place on our youth ministry.  I continually pray Psalm 
127:1 over us: “Unless the Lord builds the house, the labor is in vain.”  I don’t want us to get complacent, 
but rather I want to see the Lord continue building our ministry in ways that only he can.  So, this 
September, I want to call everyone to pray—youth, parents, and others reading this alike—for the Lord’s 
supernatural blessing upon our ministry, as we gladly acknowledge our own shortcomings.   
 We are excited as well for our upcoming Family Retreat, as well as for our Kick-Off BBQ on 
September 11.  If there are friends you have been thinking about inviting to church, this is a perfect 
time to do so, as the Lord quite often uses food to bring people together (and we thank him for that!)  
Also, our Servant Leadership Team will begin, and have their first meeting of the year on Sep. 18, 
before FNF.  We are hoping for great things, as we move in the direction of a more student-led ministry. 

Upcoming Events 

September 2015 

September 18: Servant 
Leadership Team Begins: We 
are excited to be developing our 
team of High School servant leaders 
this year.  If you are a high schooler 
wanting to grow in both servant 
leadership, as well as in your passion 
to know the Son of God, and have 
not already received an application, 
e-mail Ben for an SLT application.  
Apps are due on Sunday, Sep. 13.  
Our first SLT meeting will be on 
Friday, Sep. 18 @ 6:00 PM before 
FNF, with a one night retreat in PV 
the night of Sep 19. 

September 11: 5:30 PM – 
7:15 PM, before FNF: Youth 
Ministry Kick-Off BBQ: We 
are bringing back the Kick-Off 
BBQ this year!  Come, and bring 
friends as we grill out and hang 
out in in the back church parking 
lot on Friday evening, September 
11, before FNF @ 7:30.  There will 
be a sign-up going around to 
bring various food items.  Any 
dads who are interested in 
grilling, like last year, please feel 
free to volunteer! 

September 11, 18, 25: FNF 
Fall Series: “Greatest Story 
Ever Told” Resumes (Part II): 
We will resume our “Greatest 
Story Ever Told” series at FNF, 
transitioning into the New 
Testament now, as we see all of 
God’s promises to his people, and 
to us, come to pass in the great 
hero, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
Come hungry for God’s word this 
September, as we dive into the 
Gospel of Luke and continue our 
series! 
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 School is here.  Yes, it’s that time.  Whether 
this has come as a long-awaited rescue from the 
long days of summer, for some of you, or as a 
dreaded moment for others (as you return to 
waking up early) it is here, and we are back and 
running, full swing.  Backpacks, lockers, 
homework, sports, friends, everyone back in 
town—it’s all here.  Let’s rush into it head-on. 

 It was a practice of many Christians of years 
past to write out prayers to God, and written 
prayers can be some of the most powerful and 
memorable prayers there are.  Written prayers, in 
an effort to conserve words, focus our minds like 
lasers on what is most important and can also be 
repeated again and again.  Here is a written prayer 
for us all over this coming school year: 

 “Our Father, who is in heaven: 

You were there in the beginning, strong and free, 
before there ever was a PV or a Torrance, flooding the 
universe with beauty and truth. 

We are completely dependent on you, because you 
give us “life, and breath, and everything else.”  If you 
do not keep upholding all of us, day by day, we would 
be physically, mentally, and emotionally incapable of 
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lifting another stroke of our pencils, completing 
another homework assignment, and making it 
through another day.  Continue to sustain us, God, 
that we can thank you all the more! 

Father, I pray that you would increase our hunger for 
you in all its forms this year—our hunger for your 
word, our hunger to meet with you in prayer, our 
hunger for your community, the church, and hunger 
to open our mouths and speak of you to those who 
do not yet know you.   

Father, we confess that our minds are so slow to see 
the connections between the glorious truths of your 
word, which is like a lamp shining in dark place, and 
our day-to-day lives.  Therefore, we ask that you 
send your Holy Spirit to open the eyes of our hearts 
and cause us to see the connections between the 
truths of your word and how they sing that your Son 
is Lord, and worthy to be, over all of our classes, all 
of our goals, all of our tests, all of our homework, all 
of our sports, all of our friendships, and all of our 
extra-curricular activities.   

Father, demonstrate to us how all of our studying 
and all of our schoolwork can and should be done in 
service of you, the greatest Mind in the universe.  
Keep us from idolatry in all things, and the setting 
up of counterfeit Gods in place of you. 

Father, make us “salty” and “light” this year, as we 
shine forth the characteristics of your Son in our 
middle schools and high schools: honesty, love for 
our enemies, courage, forgiveness, and seeking to 
include the “outsider” among us. 

Save the lost, make us who are saved holier, and in 
all things, bring glory to your name! Amen. 

“A (Written) Prayer Over 
the School Year” 

 

September 2015 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in September (Luke 18:1-8) 
This September, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God to move some to salvation and baptism this Fall. 
2) For God to bring three new youth to FNF. 
3) For God’s favor over the start of our Servant Leadership Team. 


