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QUESTIONS? SUGGESTIONS? 

Feel free to e-mail Ben at 
benfriedman@pvbc.com, call/text 
(310)-703-2065, or contact any one of 
our awesome Youth Advisors! 

SEPTEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER 
Summer with a 
purpose… 

// This past August, we 
closed out our 
summer in three 
purposeful ways.  First, 
we finished our “You 
Were Wondering” 
series, as we 
answered the of the the spiritual questions you all (youth) 
wrote in.  This is definitely a series that we want to continue. 

 Secondly, we saw two of our mission teams return, 
with a combined total of nine youth participating in 
summer missions.  Our Osaka missions team returned on 
August 10, and our San Francisco team returned on August 
6.  Both of the teams got the opportunity to share about 
their experience in front of the church during a Sunday 
service.  In Osaka, our team helped a local church, Suita 
Bible Gospel Church, put on a Vacation Bible School 
program.  In San Francisco, our team served in the 
Tenderloin district with an inner-city ministry called San 
Francisco City Impact.  During the week, they served at 

Upcoming Events 

September 2: NO FNF 

September 3-5: PVBC Family 
Retreat @ Tahquitz Pines, 
Idyllwild, CA  

September 9: Kick-Off BBQ @ 
5:30-7:30 PM, Followed by FNF 

September 11: Grandparents 
Day 

September 16: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

September 23: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

September 30: FNF @ 7:00 PM 

 



 

various ministry sites including meal deliveries, 

evangelism, a rescue mission, a thrift store, a 

school, and a women’s ministry project.  If summer 

missions isn’t something you’ve ever considered, I 

strongly encourage you to pray about it with your 

family for a future summer. 

 Lastly, we had one fellowship event, our 

“End-Of-Summer Beach Trip”, on August 26, 

followed by a game night and Parents Meeting at 

night.  All of these things—teaching, missions, and fellowship, are important parts of our ministry. 

 As we begin the school year, we have a busy upcoming schedule, full of rich opportunities 

to grow closer to God and each other as well.  Briefly, we 

will be up at Camp Tahquitz Pines in Idyllwild this Labor 

Day weekend (September 3-5) for Family Retreat.  The 

week after, we will have our Kick-Off BBQ on Friday, 
September 9.  Finally, our new Servant Leadership Team 

(SLT) has started their SLT year, and we are glad to have 

added two members to our team of returnees from last 

year, increasing our SLT total to 8 members.  The year is 

bristling with opportunity, and we can’t wait to see what 

God has in store for our youth ministry! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Friday FNF New Series: The 
Gospel of Mark: This year, at 
FNF, we will be going through 
the Gospel of Mark for our FNF 
messages, section by section.  
Mark is an inspiring book of the 
Bible that demonstrates Jesus, 
both as the Lord over all 
creation, and as the suffering 
servant who came to take 
away the sins of the world.  
Come, grow, and be built up by 
God’s word! 

Sat-Mon, September 3-5: PVBC 
Family Retreat: We will see you 
soon for Family Retreat, up at 
Camp Tahquitz Pines! 

Welcome Back To Our Two 
Summer Missions Teams:  Our 
OSAKA, JAPAN team and our 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA teams 
have returned after successful 
mission trips.  Be sure to find a 
missions team member and ask 
them about their experience! 

 

September 9: FNF “Kick-Off BBQ”: 
5:30-7:30 PM, PVBC Back Parking 
Lot: Come, and bring friends as 
we grill out and hang out in in 
the back church parking lot on 
Friday evening, September 9, 
before FNF.  There is an e-sign-
up going around to bring 
various food items.  Any dads 
who are interested in grilling, 
like last year, please feel free to 
volunteer! 
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help us to love God more.   

 God has very intentionally made a rich, 
orderly, explorable world, all so that we would love 
him more, without ever getting to the bottom of our 
quest.   

 How does Algebra help us love God more?  
Think of the wisdom of God who structured the 
world in patterns and quantities!  How does 
chemistry help us love God more?  Think of the 
amazing care and artistry of the God who knot 
together our own bodies with elements so small. 
World History?  Look at God’s hand in “removing 
kings and setting up kings” (Daniel 2:20)—in 
incredible ways.  Even ceramics—if you were the 
creator, would you have made a world where you 
could take dirt, make it wet, then make it hot, and 
come up with something beautiful? 

 “That all sounds good in theory”, you might 
say, “but who actually thinks that way?”  Trust God 
that he can transform our deeply engrained 
patterns of God-forgetfulness, over a long period of 
time, into patterns of God-awareness.  I have seen it 
in so many people. 

 Jesus also said, “A second commandment is 
like it: you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  A 
second goal for our education is to use everything 
we learn to love other people as best as we can, in 
as many ways as we can.  We love them by 
learning how to make their bodies healthier, their air 
cleaner, their society more just, their bridges and 
highways stronger, and their poetry better written.  
School teaches us all of this!   

 If you feel that you’ve wasted your 
education, God is gracious and forgiving, and will 
help you in your remaining years.  There is a better 
route than “slacking” (refusing to love anything) on 
the one hand, and “stacking your resume” (loving 
yourself above all).  Ask God today, and he will help 
you. 
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 It’s okay to have regrets.  One of my regrets 
is that I didn’t approach my middle school and 
high school education rightly.  I was lucky to 
attend two great “blue ribbon” public schools in 
NJ, William Allen Middle School and Moorestown 
High School, and both of these schools afforded 
me with opportunities to learn from incredible 
teachers.  Despite these advantages, however, I 
wasted my 6-12 grade education.  The wording 
sounds strong, so let me explain myself. 

 I wasted my 6-12 grade education 
because I did not approach it from a God-
centered perspective.  When the religious leaders 
of Jesus’ day asked him, in order to test him, 
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in 
the Law?” he answered them this way:  “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind” (Matthew 22:34-36). 

 When they ask which commandment is 
“greatest”, they don’t mean which 
commandment is the most out of reach for 
ordinary people, or which commandment is the 
one “super spiritual people” should shoot for.  
They mean which one is the most fundamental, 
most basic—closest to the heart of God.  And 
Jesus answers perfectly.  We should set about 
every activity, without exception, in every season, 
at every age for this purpose:  to love the Lord our 
God more.   The most basic purpose, then—the 
purpose that if we miss it we miss everything—is to  

How Not to Waste 
Your Education 

Prayer Points: How to be a “Persistent Widow” in September (Luke 18:1-8) 

This September, please join us in prayer: 

1) For God’s favor on our Family Retreat over Labor Day Weekend, September 3-5. 
2) For God to give our youth a hunger to prioritize him during this new school year. 
3) For God to bring three new youth to FNF this month. 


